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THOMS,   I'RINTER,  12,  WARWICK  SQUARE. 


PREFACE. 


Among  the  various  memorials  of  departed  greatness  which  have 
been  preserved,  there  is  probably  none  which  possesses  greater 
atti-actions  to  mankind  in  general  than  those  which  perpetuate 
the  expression  of  the  living  features.  Independently  of  the  grati- 
fication which  these  afford  when  contemplated  as  specimens  of  art, 
there  is  another  and  more  powerful  cause  for  the  interest  they 
excite.  However  defective  may  be  our  knowledge  of  physiognomy 
as  a  science,  we  practically  evince  a  conviction  that  the  counte- 
nance is  the  index  of  the  mind.  When  we  view  the  portraits 
of  those  with  whom  we  once  lived  in  the  endearments  of  friendly 
intercourse,  we  easily  persuade  ourselves  that  we  can  trace  the 
varied  excellencies  we  had  been  accustomed  to  admire.  A  similar 
exercise  of  imagination  no  doubt  enhances  the  pleasure  which  we 
experience  in  viewing  the  portraits  of  others  of  whom  we  had  no 
personal  knowledge,  but  who  in  their  day  acted  a  distinguished 
part  on  the  stage  of  human  existence. 

Until  a  comparatively  recent  period,  this  gratification  was  neces- 
sarily confined  to  the  more  affluent  classes  of  society,  since  the 
slow  and  laborious  process  of  the  painter  was  the  only  means  by 
which  it  was  attainable  ;  but  by  the  modern  art  of  engraving  the 
noblest  productions  of  the  pencil  can  with  facility  be  multiplied 
to  an  indefinite  extent,  and  it  is  therefore  to  be  regretted  that 
no  publication  comprising  the  portraits  of  distinguished  characters 
has  hitherto  appeared  which  was  adapted  for  extensive  circulation, 
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the  engravings  having  either  been  of  a  very  inferior  description  or 
the  works  too  costly  for  the  generality  of  purchasers. 

Under  this  impression  the  present  volume  has  been  prepared, 
with  a  view  to  supply  a  collection  of  portraits  that  should  be 
characterized  by  a  high  degree  of  graphic  skill,  at  a  price  so  far 
below  that  of  any  former  publication  as  to  render  them  universally 
accessible. 

In  the  "  Brief  Notices"  which  accompany  these  portraits  it  has 
been  a  principal  object  to  compress  within  the  assigned  limits 
the  largest  possible  amount  of  interesting  information,  and  to 
exhibit  the  leading  characteristics  of  each  individual  with  fidelity 
and  perspicuity.  How  far  the  writer  has  succeeded  in  accom- 
plishing this  task  it  is  not  for  him  to  decide.  Amidst  the  in- 
finite variety  of  political  and  literary  predilections  which  exists, 
he  can  hardly  expect  that  his  award  of  praise  or  censure  should 
in  every  case  be  deemed  just,  or  his  selection  of  circumstances 
judicious :  he  has  however  done  his  best  to  convey  a  correct 
impression. 

In  addition  to  the  general  utility  of  the  work,  as  a  brief  remem- 
brancer, the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  will  it  is  hoped  render 
it  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  biographical  department  of  youthful 
instruction,  as  the  paragraphs  can  be  easily  committed  to  memory, 
while  the  pictorial  representations  will  prove  a  pleasing  incite- 
ment to  the  task. 

Should  the  present  attempt  meet  with  the  encouragement  which 
the  publishers  confidently  anticipate,  it  is  their  intention  to  follow 
up  the  plan  in  a  series  of  volumes,  comprising  not  only  the  most 
eminent  characters  of  former  times,  but  also  those  of  the  present 
generation. 
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GEORGE  CANNING. 
Among  those  statesmen  whose  poli- 
tical conduct  and  personal  talents 
have  promoted  the  national  glory  of 
Britain,  few  can  claim  more  exalted 
distinction  than  this  illustrious  indi- 
vidual. He  was  born  in  1/70,  was  edu- 
cated at  Eton  and  Oxford ;  and  com- 
menced his  senatorial  career  in  1793. 
From  1/96  till  1827  he  was  with  some 
few  interruptions  connected  with  the 
administration  ;  and  on  the  illness  of 
lord  Liverpool  he  succeeded  to  the  pre- 
miership. The  auspicious  prospects, 
however,  which  had  been  entertained 
by  the  nation,  from  his  principles  and 
abilities,  were  soon  clouded  by  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  August  1827. 
As  a  politician  Canning  displayed  the 
most  liberal  and  enlightened  views ; 
and  as  an  orator  he  excelled  in  all 
that  can  convince  the  understanding 
or  captivate  the  fancy. 

^VILBERIORCE. 
This  distingu'shed  philanthropist  was 
born  in  1759  at  Hull  in  Yorkshire,  and 
educated  at  Ca;nbridge,  where  he 
contracted  an  intimate  friendship  with 
William  Pitt.  To  the  sufferings  of 
the  negro  race  his  attention  was  early 
directed,  and  his  first  motion  in  par- 
liament for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  was  brought  forward  in  1787. 
From  this  period  he  perseveringly 
exerted  his  energies  and  his  influence 
in  the  cause  of  negro  emancipation, 
and  it  was  his  happiness  to  remain 
on  the  scene  of  labour  till  he  beheld 
that  cause  triumphant.  His  death 
took  place  August  3,  1833.  Among 
the  productions  of  his  pen  is  an  ad- 
mirable work  entitled  "  A  Practical 
View  of  the  prevailing  Religious  Sys- 
tem of  professed  Christians,  contrasted 
vrith  Real  Christianity."  To  the  pe- 
rusal of  this  work  the  estimable 
Legh  Richmond  attributes  his  first 
sacred  impressions. 


DUKE  OF  KENT. 

This  amiable  and  lamented  prince 
was  the  fourth  son  of  king  George  HI., 
and  was  born  in  1707'  He  was  created 
duke  of  Kent  in  1799,  and  united  in 
1818  to  her  serene  highness  the  prin- 
cess Victorina  of  Saxe  Coburg,  sister 
to  the  present  sovereign  of  Belgium. 
His  marriage  was  crowned  by  the 
birth  of  a  daughter,  now  the  heiress 
to  the  British  throne ;  but  the  fond 
prospects  of  a  nation,  by  whom  he 
was  beloved  for  his  patriotic  princi- 
ples and  social  virtues,  were  blighted 
by  his  unexpected  death,  v/hich  took 
place  at  Sidmouth  in  Devonshire,  .!a- 
nuary  22,  1820,  only  a  few  days  before 
the  demise  of  his  venerable  parent. 

FRANKLIN. 
This  celebrated  philosopher  and 
statesman  was  the  son  of  a  non- 
conformist, whom  persecution  drove 
from  his  paternal  estate  in  North- 
amptonshire to  Boston  in  New-Eng- 
land. He  was  born  in  1706,  and  be- 
came early  distinguished  by  his  love 
of  literature.  He  was  apprenticed  to 
an  elder  brother,  a  printer  in  Boston, 
and  while  in  this  humble  occupation 
he  eagerly  availed  himself  of  every 
means  for  increasing  his  general 
knowledge.  His  economy  and  dili- 
gence, united  with  superior  abilities, 
at  length  raised  him  to  affluence  and 
honour.  He  obtained  several  public 
appointments,  and  in  1778  was  sent 
as  ambassador  to  France.  His  works, 
comprising  philosophical,  political, 
and  miscellaneous  essays,  are  cha- 
racterized by  force  of  argument  ami 
simplicity  of  language,  rendered  in- 
teresting by  frequent  sallies  of  hu- 
mour. But  his  opinions  were  unhap- 
pily tinctured  with  scepticism,  which 
is  exhibited  in  his  writings  by  a  levity 
and  irreverence  in  regard  to  religious 
subjects.     He  died  in  1790. 
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ALFRED  THE  GREAT. 
This  distinguished  monarch,  who  was 
born  at  Wantage,  Berks,  in  849,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  English  throne  in  871. 
He  displayed  great  vigour  and  ability 
in  his  early  contests  with  the  Danes, 
but  being  closely  pursued  he  disguised 
himself,  and  remained  for  12  rnonths 
in  the  cottage  of  one  of  his  herds- 
men, where  he  meditated  measures 
for  freeing  his  country.  Having  en- 
tered the  camp  of  Guthrum  in  the 
disguise  of  a  harper,  he  found  that  the 
Danes  were  indulging  in  a  careless 
security  ;  and  hastening  back  to  his 
troops,  whom  he  had  previously  di- 
rected to  be  in  readiness,  he  led  them 
against  the  enemy,  and  gained  a  de- 
cisive victory.  In  880  he  succeeded  in 
fully  establishing  his  authority,  which 
he  not  only  subsequently  supported, 
but  alsc  exerted  himself  with  vigour 
and  success  in  the  reformation  of  the 
laws,  the  cultivation  of  literature,  and 
the  general  improvement  of  his  coun- 
try.    He  died  A.D.  901. 

DR.  AKENSIDE, 
A  I.EARNED  and  accomplished  phy- 
sician, born  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
in  1/21.  He  is  celebrated  as  the  zeal- 
ous advocate  of  civil  and  religious 
libert)',  and  as  the  author  of  various 
professional  and  other  works.  His 
"  Pleasures  of  Imagination,"  pub- 
lished in  17-14,  was  considered  by  Pope 
as  a  poem  of  unusual  merit,  and,  as 
well  as  his  OJes,  has  been  highly  ap- 
preciated by  posterity.  He  died  from 
putrid  fever  in  1770. 

QUEEN  ANNE. 
"  The  good  queen  Anne,"  as  this 
princess  has  been  justly  denominated, 
succeeded  to  the  throne  in  1701,  and 
continued  to  sway  the  sceptre  during 
13  years,  if  not  with  extraordinary 
vigour,  yet  with  unblemished  integ- 
rity and  iionour.    She  was  universally 


beloved  by  her  subjects,  and  in  do- 
mestic life  exhibited  a  pattern  of  con- 
jugal fidelity  and  maternal  affection. 
She  died   in  1714. 

With  this  princess  terminated  the 
ascendancy  of  the  Stuarts.  England 
and  Scotland  were  united  during  her 
reign  under  the  name  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  succession  was  settled  in  the 
house  of  Hanover. 

MICHAEL  ANGELO,  BUONAROTTI. 
Michael  Angelo  is  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  names  in  the  annals  of 
painting,  sculpture,  and  architecture. 
He  was  born  in  1474,  in  the  territory 
of  Arezzi  in  Tuscany,  and  gained 
such  reputation  at  Rome  that  he  was 
employed  by  successive  pontiffs  in 
works  of  considerable  magnitude,  the 
execution  of  which  called  forth  the 
admiration  of  his  contemporaries. 
"The  Last  Judgment,"  painted  by 
order  of  pope  Paul  III.,  is  considered 
his  chef  d'oenvre.  He  was  probably 
the  greatest  designer  that  ever  lived^ 
and  it  is  universally  allowed  that  no 
painter  ever  understood  anatomy  so 
well.     He  died  at  Rome  in  1564. 

MARIE  ANTOINETTE, 
Archduchess  of  Austria  and  Queen 
of  France,  was  born  at  Vienna  in  1755, 
and  married  to  the  dauphin  of  France, 
afterwards  Louis  XVI.,  in  1770.  Be- 
sides an  uncommon  share  of  grace  and 
beauty,  she  possessed  every  accom- 
plishment which  a  careful  education 
could  bestow,  and  a  strength  of  mind 
far  beyond  the  usual  standard.  After 
Louis  XVI.  ascended  the  throne,  the 
mildness  and  generosity  of  the  queen 
greatly  conciliated  the  affections  of 
the  people  ;  but  she  became  obnoxious 
to  the  court  party,  and  subsequently 
participated  in  all  the  troubles  of  her 
unhappy  consort.  She  was  at  length 
arraigned  before  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, and  executed  in  Oct.  1793. 
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ACHILLES. 
A  CSI.SBRATBD  Grecian  hero,  tbe 
son  of  Peleus,  king  of  Thessaly,  by 
Thetis,  one  of  the  marine  deities. 
The  fable  of  his  being  dipped  by  his 
mother,  when  an  infant,  in  the  river 
Styx,  in  order  to  render  him  invul- 
nerable, is  well  known.  The  oracle 
of  Apollo  having  predicted  that  if  he 
went  to  the  Trojan  war,  which  was 
just  then  commencing,  he  would  pe- 
rish, he  was  concealed  for  some  time 
at  the  court  of  Lycomedes  in  Thrace, 
but  was  discovered  by  Ulysses,  who 
compelled  him  to  join  the  confederacy 
against  Troy.  He  was  killed  by  an 
arrow  which  Paris  discharged  at  his 
heel  (where  alone  he  was  said  to  be 
vulnerable)  about  1184  B.C. 

MS  OP. 
The  prince  o'  fabulists,  was  born  in 
Phrygia,  and  contemporaneous  with 
Solon,  by  whom  in  conjunction  with 
Croesus,  king  of  l.ydia,  he  was  held 
in  great  estimation.  The  assertion  of 
his  translator  Planudes,  respecting 
his  personal  deformity,  has  been  con- 
tradicted by  many,  and  still  furnishes  a 
point  of  controversy  to  the  learned. 
The  compositions  of  this  celebrated 
fabulist  have  commanded  universal 
admiration.  It  is  said  that  the  Del- 
phians,  provoked  by  some  satirical 
apophthegms  directed  against  them, 
threw  him  from  the  top  of  a '  high 
rock,  561  B.C. 

ANNIBAL. 
This  renowned  general  was  bom  in 
247  B.  C,  and  was  the  son  of  Amilcar 
Barcas,  a  Carthaginian,  from  whom 
he  inherited  the  most  determined  hos- 
tility to  the  Roman  name.  On  the 
death  of  Asdrubal,  in  222,  he  was  in- 
vested with  the  command  of  the  army 
in  Spain,  and  in  3  years  succeeded  in 
reducing  that  country  to  subjection. 
In  218  he  passed  the  Pyrenees  with  a 


formidable  army,  and  after  traversing^ 
Gaul  passed  the  Alps,  and  penetrated 
into  Italy,  where  he  defeated  Scipio 
and  Sempronius,  and  subsequently 
gained  a  complete  victory  over  Fla- 
minius  at  Thrasymene.  When  the 
Carthaginians  had  concluded  a  humi- 
liating peace  with  the  Romans,  they 
conferred  the  prstorship  on  Annibal, 
who  sedulously  employed  himself  in 
endeavouring  to  restore  the  vigour  of 
the  state,  which  had  been  weakened 
by  numerous  factions.  He  poisoned 
himself,  B.C.  183,  to  avoid  being  given 
up  to  the  Romans. 

ARISTOTLE, 
The  preceptor  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  and  founder  of  the  Peripa- 
tetic sect  of  philosophy,  was  born 
B.C.  3S4,  It  Stagira,  which  city, 
having  been  razed  by  Philip  of  Mace- 
don  ,  was  rebuilt  by  Alexander  as  a 
token  of  respect  to  his  memory.  He 
stands  almost  unrivalled  among  the 
instructors  of  the  Grecian  youth,  and 
mankind  in  general,  in  wisdom  and 
learning.  His  theological  system  is 
of  course  highly  absurd  ;  but  his  au- 
thority as  a  logician  was  for  centu- 
ries oracular,  until  the  increased  light 
afforded  by  modern  discoveries  trans- 
ferred the  sway  to  Bacon  and  Newton. 

AGHIPPA,  HENRY  CORNELIUS. 
This  eccentric  individual  was  born 
at  Cologne  iu  1486;  in  his  youth  he 
was  secretary  to  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, and  subsequently  served  seven 
years  in  Italy.  On  quitting  the  army 
he  devoted  himself  to  science,  and  ob- 
tained celebrity  as  a  physician,  che- 
mist, lawyer,  and  writer.  His  most 
celebrated  works  are  a  caustic  satire 
on  the  method  of  instruction  which 
tlien  prevailed  in  the  universities,  en- 
titled "  The  Vanity  of  the  Sciences," 
and  a  treatise  on  .he  Occult  Philo- 
sophy.    He  died  at  Grenoble  in  1539. 
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ARISTOPHANES. 
A  COMIC  poet  of  Greece,  who  was 
contemporary  with  Earipides,  Plato, 
and  Socrates.  He  was  the  author  of 
54  comedies,  of  which  11  have  been 
preserved.  The  fidelity  of  his  deli- 
neations, the  pure  and  elegant  Attic 
style  cf  his  writings,  and  the  humour 
with  which  they  abound,  has  gained 
for  him  the  name  of  a  master;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  freedom  of  his 
satire,  and  the  general  licentiousness  of 
his  pieces,  he  is  denominated  bj'  Goethe 
"  the  spoiled  child  of  the  Graces." 


ANACREOM, 
A  CELEBRATED  lyric  poet  of  Ionia, 
who  flourished  about  582  B.C.  The 
sweetness  and  elegance  of  his  poetry 
are  considered  as  unrivalled  by  the 
productions  of  any  age  or  country. 
Kis  habits  were  however  so  notoriouslj- 
licentious  and  intemperate  that  his 
statue  was  placed  in  the  citadel  of 
Athens,  representing  him  as  an  old 
drunken  man,  with  every  mark  of  dis- 
sipation. He  was  choked  by  a  grape- 
stone  in  his  Soth  year,  while  in  the 
act  of  drinking.  His  Odes  are  still 
preserved,  and  have  frequently  been 
translated   into  English. 

The  life  of  Anacreon  furnishes  a 
melancholy  exhibition  of  perverted 
genius,  and  is  one  among  the  many 
proofs  that  the  most  splendid  talents 
will  not  secure  their  possessor  from 
infamy,  if  his  character  be  sullied  by 
rice  and  dissipation. 

LORD   ANSON. 

This  brave  and  skilful  commander 
was  born  at  Shugborough  in  Sta*"- 
fordshire  in  1697.  In  1/16  he  served 
as  second  lieutenant  under  Sir  John 
Norris  in  the  Baltic,  and  in  the  two 
following  years  under  Sir  George 
Byng  against  the  Spaniards.     In  1740 


he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  South  Sea,  and,  after 
losing  all  his  ships  except  one,  he 
captured  a  galleon  worth  ^400,000, 
and  arrived  safely  at  Spithead  in  1744. 
His  memorable  defeat  of  a  French 
squadron  in  1747  was  rewarded  with 
the  peerage,  and  he  was  subsequently 
appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the 
British  fleet.  He  died  on  his  estate 
at  Moor  Park  in  1/62.  His  adven- 
tures and  discoveries  are  recorded  in 
"  Anson's  Voj'age." 

DR.    JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

A  POET  and  physician,  born  at  Castle- 
ton  in  Roxburghshire,  about  1709,  and 
educated  at  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh. He  was  the  author  of  various 
piec«s  both  in  prose  and  poetrj-,  the 
most  celebrated  of  which  is  his  poem 
on  "  the  Art  of  Preserving  Health," 
published  in  1744.  In  1760  he  was  ap- 
pointed physician  to  the  army  in 
Germany,  where  he  wrote  a  poem  en- 
titled "  Day,''  in  which  he  threw  out  a 
reflection  on  Churchill  which  brought 
him  under  the  lash  of  that  severe 
satirist.  The  fine  stanzas  describ- 
ing the  diseases  which  arise  from  in- 
dolence, in  Thomson's  poem  of  "The 
Castle  of  Indolence,"  are  attributed 
to  the  pen  of  Dr.  Armstrong,  whose 
morbid  sensibility  of  feeling  is  but  too 
correctly  depicted  in  the  sombre  per- 
sonage who  "  thanks  heaven  the  day 
is  done."  His  death  took  place  in  17J9. 

ALDROVANDUS, 

A  CE1.BBRA.TED  naturalist  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  born  at  Bologna, 
where  he  became  professor  of  philo- 
sophy and  physic.  He  is  said  to  have 
spent  nearly  his  whole  life  and  fortune 
in  collecting  materials  for  his  "  Na- 
tural History,''  which  comprises  13 
folio  volumes.     He  died  in  1605. 
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ALI  PACHA, 
An  Albanian  chief  of  bold  and  enter- 
prising character,  was  born  at  Tepe- 
lini  in  1"44.  At  an  early  period  he 
united  himself  with  a  band  of  rob- 
berSi  in  consequence  of  whose  depre- 
dations the  adjacent  tribes,  arming  in 
their  own  defence,  carried  off  his  mo- 
ther and  sister,  whom  they  treated 
with  such  brutality  as  excited  him 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  indignation. 
He  was  for  some  years  the  sport  of  va- 
rious fortune,  but  at  length  raised  him- 
self by  a  series  of  daring  enterprises  to 
a  degree  of  power  which  enabled  him 
to  bid  defiance  to  the  Porte.  His 
ambition  and  avarice  were  unbounded, 
his  resentments  implacable,  and  to  ac- 
complish his  purposes  he  committed 
the  most  inhuman  barbarities.  In 
1822  he  became  the  victim  of  a  trea- 
chery which  he  had  not  scrupled  to 
exercise  towards  others. 

ABELARD, 

Born  near  Nantes  in  Bretagne,  A.D. 
10"9.  He  was  one  of  the  most  learned 
men  of  his  time,  and  skilled  particu- 
larly in  scholastic  theology  ;  he  also 
presided  over  a  school  of  rhetoric, 
which  was  frequented  by  persons  from 
all  parts  of  Europe.  But  that  which 
has  transmitted  his  name  to  posterity 
is  his  unfortunate  passion  for  Heloise, 
which,  as  delineated  by  the  genius  of 
Pope,  has  enwreathed  the  memory  of 
Abelard  with  cj-press,  and  claimed 
for  him  the  sympathy  of  all  who  feel 
for  the  miseries  of  humanity.  He 
died  at  the  monastery  of  St.  Mar- 
cellus  near  Chalons,  A.D.  1142. 

ALEXANDER     I. 

EMPEHOa      OF       RUSSIA. 

This  prince  was  born  Dec.  23,  l""?, 
and  ascended  the  throne  March  24, 
1801.  He  was  distinguished  for  mo- 
deration,   activity,    and   attention   to 


business,  and  for  his  zeal  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  his  subjects.  He  particu- 
larly exerted  himself  for  the  promo- 
tion of  literature  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  useful  arts,  manufactures, 
and  commerce.  In  the  war  of  1813- 
14  he  exposed  himself  to  danger  iu 
order  to  inflame  the  courage  of  his 
troops.  On  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace  he  visited  England,  where  he 
met  with  a  cordial  reception,  but  seems 
to  have  returned  with  unfavourable  im- 
pressions. At  the  congress  of  Vienna 
Poland  was  erected  into  a  kingdom 
and  added  to  his  extensive  dominions. 
He  died  in  1825  at  Tugaurock. 

SIR  RALPH  ABERCROMBIE 
Was  born  in  1738  at  Tillibodie  in 
Clackmannanshire,  and  at  an  early 
age  entered  upon  a  military  life.  He 
served  with  honour  during  the  seven 
years'  war  and  the  American  war, 
and  subsequently  distinguished  him- 
self in  Flanders,  Holland,  and  the 
West  Indies.  In  ISOl  he  was  sent 
with  an  army  to  rescue  Egypt  from 
the  French,  but  was  mortally  wounded 
in  the  first  general  battle.  He,  how- 
ever, remained  on  the  field  to  witness 
the  total  defeat  of  the  enemy,  when 
he  was  conveyed  on  board  the  ad- 
miral's ship,  where  he  died,  much 
regretted  by  his  country,  March  1801. 

REV.  HENRY  ALDRICH,  D.D., 
A  LEARNED  divine,  born  in  London 
in  164/,  and  educated  at  Oxford.  He 
was  the  author  of  several  controversial 
pieces,  for  which  he  was  rewarded 
with  the  deanery  of  Christ  Church, 
Oxford.  He  also  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  skill  in  musical  composi- 
tion. At  his  death,  in  1710,  he  be- 
qiieathed  a  large  and  valuable  collec- 
tion of  music  to  the  College  of  Christ 
Church,  over  which  he  had  presided 
for  more  than  twenty  years. 
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ALCIBIADES 

A  CELEBSA.TEn  Athenian  |,eneral  and 
statesman,  born  B.C.  450.  His  mar- 
tial abilities  were  chiefly  conspicuous 
in  the  Syracusan  war:  his  political 
sagacity  was  displayed  in  his  nume- 
rous intrigues  with  the  rulers  of 
Sparta,  and  the  Persian  satraps  of 
Asia  Minor.  The  remarkable  dexte- 
rity with  which  he  accommodated 
himself  to  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune 
is  proverbial :  in  Sparta  hardy  and 
temperate;  with  the  Persians  rioting 
in  Asiatic  luxury.  After  a  turbuient 
life,  divided  almost  equally  between  the 
restraint  and  indulgence  of  his  pas- 
sions, he  was  assassinated  B.C.  404. 

AECHIHEDES. 
This  celebrated  geometrician  was 
born  at  Syracuse  in  Sicily,  B.C.  287. 
His  mathematical  science  was  chiefly 
exerted  at  the  siege  of  that  city  by 
Marccllus  the  Roman  general.  By 
his  mechanical  inventions  the  besieg- 
ing force  was  held  at  bay  ;  the  Roman 
vessels  were,  by  the  engines  which  he 
constructed,  sunk  in  the  sea;  while 
his  brazen  mirrors,  reflecting  the  con- 
centrated heat  of  the  sun,  burnt  many 
others.  Contrary  to  the  strict  orders 
of  the  Roman  commander,  he  was 
slain  on  the  taking  of  the  oity,  B.C. 
212. 

LUDOVICO  ARIOSTO, 
One  of  the  most  celebrated  poets  of 
Italy,  was  born  at  Reggio  in  Lom- 
bardy  in  14/4.  He  studied  the  civil 
law  at  Padua,  but  abandoned  the  pro- 
fession to  devote  himself  to  literature. 
He  is  the  author  of  various  dramas, 
satires,  and  miscellaneous  poems. 
But  the  work  which  has  principally 
immortalized  his  name  is  his  "  Or- 
lando Furioso,"  published  in  1515. 
An  incident  is  recorded  which  proves 
the  high  estimation   in  which  he  was 


held.  It  is  said  that  when  he  was 
governor  of  Grafignani  he  was  cap- 
tured by  banditti  who  infested  the 
Apennines  ;  but,  on  learning  his  name, 
they  treated  him  with  the  utmost  re- 
speot,  and  conducted  him  in  safety  to 
his  castle.    He  died  at  Ferrari  in  1533. 

JOSEPH  ADDISON, 
The  well-known  essayist,  was  born  in 
Wiltshire  in  1672,  and  educated  at  the 
Charter  House,  and  Queen's  College, 
Oxford.  The  celebrity  of  this  dis- 
tinguished writer  can  neither  be  in- 
creased by  eulogium  nor  diminished 
by  detraction  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that 
by  his  various  works  as'  preserved  in 
the  Tatler,  Spectator,  Guardian,  fScc, 
he  raised  his  native  language  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  refinement,  and  drew 
the  attention  of  the  public  in  general 
to  the  fascinating  studies  of  polite  li- 
terature ;  while  by  his  *'  Evidences 
of  the  Christian  Religion"  he  per- 
formed an  acceptable  service  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity.  His  character 
commanded  universal  respect,  though 
his  manners  were  reserved  and  bash- 
ful.    He  died  in  1719. 

SARIUEL  ADAMS,  D.D. 
This  distinguished  patriot  was  born 
in  Boston  in  1722,  and  received  his 
education  at  Harvard  College,  where 
his  political  principles  were  early  ma- 
nifested. He  abandoned  the  design 
of  entering  the  ministry,  and  devoted 
himself  with  zeal  and  efficiency  to 
public  affairs.  He  was  one  who  signed 
the  memorable  declaration  of  17/6, 
became  an  active  member  of  the  con- 
vention of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
many  years  presided  over  the  senate 
of  that  state.  In  1789  he  was  elected 
lieutenant-governor  and  in  1794  go- 
vernor of  Massachusetts,  an  office 
which  he  held  till  1797,  when  he  re- 
tired from  public  life.  He  died  at 
Boston  in  1803. 
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DR.  BURNEY, 
A  PKOFEssOR  of  music,  born  at 
Shrewsbury  in  1726.  He  was  em- 
ployed from  17-19  to  3/66  in  the  com- 
position of  musical  pieces  for  per- 
formance at  the  Metropolitan  theatres. 
In  1770  and  1772  he  travelled  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  afterwards  published  in- 
teresting narratives  of  his  tour.  On 
his  return  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  contributed  to  the 
Transactions  of  that  learned  body. 
He  died  in  1S14  at  Chelsea  Hospital,  of 
which  he  was  organist.  Besides  the 
productions  above  mentioned,  he  wrote 
a  History  of  Music,  and  displayed  his 
knowledge  of  general  literature  by  his 
Life  of  Metastasio,  in  3  vols. 

DR.  ISAAC  BARROW. 
This  eminent  mathematician  and  di- 
vine was  the  son  of  a  respectable  linen- 
draper  of  London,  in  which  city  he  was 
born  in  1630.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Charter  House,  where  he  was  chiefly 
remarkable  for  his  pugilistic  prowess 
and  neglect  of  study.  He  afterwards 
entered  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
and  gained  the  highest  reputation  for 
his  attainments.  In  1663  he  was  ap- 
pointed professor  of  mathematics  at 
Cambridge,  where  he  published  his 
celebrated  "  Lectiones  Opticae."  He 
died  in  May  1667,  with  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  greateft  scholars 
and  divines  of  England.  His  theolo- 
gical works  were  published  after  his 
death,  in  3  vols,  folio,  by  Dr.  Tillotson. 

REV.  GILBERT  BURNET, 
A  Scottish  divine,  author  of  the 
"  History  of  the  Reformation,"  "Me- 
moirs of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,"  a 
history  of  his  own  times,  and  several 
other  works  of  minor  importance.  He 
was  born  at  Edinburgh  in  1643,  and 
educated    at   Aberdeen.     In    1687   he 


settled  at  the  Hague,  where  he  gained 
the  confidence  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
whom,  in  16S9,  he  accompanied  to 
England  as  chaplain,  and  was  subse 
quently  raised  to  the  bishopric  of 
Salisbury.  He  was  an  honest,  bene- 
volent, and  pious  man,  and  a  sincere 
patriot.     He  died  in  1714-15. 


DUKE  OF  BUCKINGHAM, 
The  profligate  and  time-serving 
GeorgeVilliers,  was  born  at  Brookesby 
in  Leicestershire  in  1592.  James  I.,  at- 
tracted by  his  prepossessing  exterior, 
made  him  his  cup-bearer,  and  such 
was  the  ascendancy  which  he  gained 
over  that  monarch  that  he  was 
speedily  raised  to  the  highest  oflices 
of  the  state,  and  created  successively 
baron,  earl,  marquis,  and  duke.  His 
insolence  and  tyranny  rendered  him 
obnoxious  to  public  indignation,  and 
his  quixotic  expedition  to  Madrid 
weakened  his  influence  with  James  I.; 
but  the  accession  of  Charles  1.  more 
firmly  established  his  power.  He  was 
shortly  after  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  an  army,  the  flower  of  which 
he  lost  by  an  ill-conducted  attack  on 
the  isle  of  Rbe  ;  and  having  returned  to 
England  to  refit  his  shattered  arma- 
ment was  again  about  to  sail,  when  he 
was  assassinated  by  a  lieutenant  of 
the  army,  Aug.  23,  1628. 

GODFREY  OF  BOULOGNE, 

Cklebratbd  as  the  hero  of  Tasso'g 
"Jerusalem  Delivered,"  was  born  at 
Bezy  near  Nivelle.  He  served  under 
Henry  IV.  of  Germany,  by  whom  he 
was  created  duke  of  Lorraine.  In 
1096  he  took  the  cross,  and  headed 
the  crusading  army.  He  was  ap- 
pointed sovereign  of  Jerusalem  on  its 
capture  by  the  crusaders,  shortly  aftet 
which  he  defeated  the  sultan  of  Egj-pt 
at  Ascalon,     He  died  in  1100. 
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LORD  BOLINGBROKE, 
Known  before  his  elevation  to  the 
peerage  as  Henry  St.  John,  one  of 
the  accomplished  patrons  of  literature 
in  Anne's  reign,  the  friend  of  Swift, 
Pope,  and  others.  He  was  born  at 
Battersea,  near  London,  in  lCi7'2,  and 
studied  at  Oxford,  where  he  attracted 
general  attention  by  the  brilliancy  of 
his  talents.  His  abilities  as  a  states- 
man were  never  disputed  :  and  his  po- 
litical and  philosophical  writings,  as 
well  as  his  speeches  in  parliament, 
claim  for  him  the  reputation  of  a 
masterly  reasoner  and  elegant  writer. 
He  died  in  1/51. 

BERKELEY, 
A  CELKBRATBa  prelate  and  metaphy- 
sical philosopher,  was  born  in  Ire- 
land in  lfi84,  and  educated  in  Dublin, 
whence  he  came  over  into  England, 
and  became  acquainted  with  Swift, 
Pope,  Addison,  and  the  other  literati 
of  the  age.  His  works  are  principally 
remarkable  for  the  curious  theory 
respecting  the  non-existence  of  matter, 
which  exhibits  such  a  mass  of  me- 
taphysical absurdities  as  to  justify 
the  assertion  of  a  celebrated  writer, 
that  there  is  scarcely  any  theory, 
however  absurd,  which  has  not  been 
defended  by  some  famous  philosopher. 
Hume  adopted  this  sjstcni  as  favour- 
able to  scepticism,  and  its  fallacy  was 
triumphantly  exposed  by  Dr.  Seattle. 
Berkeley  was  elevated  to  the  bishopric 
of  Cloyue,  and  died  in  1/53. 

BOSSUET, 
A  RoMAPi  Catholic  divine,  born  at 
Dijon  in  Burgundy  in  162/.  He  was 
educated  in  Navarre,  and  became 
canon  of  Metz.  His  reputation  as  a 
preacher  soon  spread  to  the  capital, 
whither  he  was  invited  to  repair,  and 
where  his  fame  soon  eclipsed  that 
of  all  his  contemporaries.  He  stands 
pre-eminent,  with     Bourdaloue      and 


Massillon,  in  pulpit  eloquence  and 
controversial  theology.  His  "  Fune- 
ral Orations"  are  masterpieces  of 
oratory  ;  and  in  his  polemical  pieces 
against  Protestantism  he  displays 
great  learning  and  acuteness.  Nor 
did  his  abilities  pass  unrewarded;  he 
was  elevated  successively  to  the  sees 
of  Condom  and  Meaux,  and  made 
preceptor  to  the  Dauphin,  afterwards 
Louis  XV.  He  died  in  1704.  His  works, 
consisting  of  sermons,  orations,  Sic, 
have  been  collected  in  20  ^to.  vols. 

BUTLER, 
The  celebrated  author  of  Hudibras, 
born  at  Strenshani  in  Worcestershire, 
in  1612,  and  educated  at  one  of  the 
universities,  but  whether  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  is  much  contes  ed.  He 
subsequently  became  an  inmate  of 
the  family  of  Sir  S.  Luke,  who  in  the 
civil  wars  espoused  the  parliamentary 
cause.  This  person  is  supposeil  to 
have  been  intended  as  the  hero  of 
Ihidibras,  a  poem  which  may  per- 
haps be  pronounced  the  best  burlesque 
that  ever  apijeared  in  any  language. 
It  was  written  during  the  Protecto- 
rate, and  presented  by  Lord  Dorset 
to  Charles  1 1.,  who  however  left  the  au- 
thor to  live  in  penury.  He  died  in  1680. 

B  Y  N  G. 
This  eminent  naval  commander, 
father  of  the  ill-fated  victim  of  minis- 
terial policy,  was  born  in  Kent  in 
1663.  After  filling  with  honour  and 
success  several  important  posts,  he 
was  sent  out  as  rear-admiral  under 
Sir  Cloudcsley  Shovel,  and  on  his 
return  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood from  queen  Anne.  In  1/08, 
being  made  admiral  of  the  blue, 
he  commanded  the  fleet  designed  to 
prevent  an  invasion  by  the  Pretender, 
lor  these  and  other  important  ser- 
vices he  was  rewarded  ivith  the  peer- 
age.    He  died  in  l/b.^. 
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BOCCACE,  OR  BOCCACCIO. 
This  eminent    Italian   poet  was   de- 
scended   of  humble  parents    at   Cer- 
takio    near   Florer.cc.     Though    edu- 
cated for  a  mercantile  profession,  he 
manifested  such  an  aversion   to  com- 
mercial   pursuits,     and    so    great    a 
predilection    for    literature,    that    he 
fcpeedily  relinquished  all  thoughts  of 
the   exchange  to    devote   himself  en- 
tirely to    the   service   of  the    Muses. 
He  became  acquainted  witli  Petrarch, 
and    gained    considerable    reputation 
by  the  composition  of  various  pieces  i 
ho  was  also   employed  in    embassies 
by  Pope  Innocent  IV.     1  he  court  of 
Naples  was  for  a  time  honoured  by 
his  presence,    whence  he  afterwards 
removed    to  Certaldo,  where  he  died 
in  13/5.    Boccaccio's  works,  which  are 
numerous,    evince   profound   learning 
aid   a  fertile  imagination,  but  are  by 
no  means  free  from  liceutioiis  allusions. 
Some  of  his  pieces  were  translated,  or 
r«ilier  imitated,  by  Dryden. 

CAHDINAL    BEA'ION 
Was   descended    from    a    French    fa- 
mily, and   bom   in   Scotland   in   141)4. 
I!e  attained  the  highest  political  pre- 
eminence under  James  V.,  and,  having 
entered    into    orders,   was    presented 
with  the  cardinal's  hat  and  appointed 
legate  of  the  holy  see.     But  his  over- 
bearing violence  and  haughtiness  ren- 
dered   him    an    obnoxious    minister ;  ' 
.vhile  his  cruel  persecution  of  the  re-  ' 
formers,    especially  George   Vt  isb:irt,   ' 
has  stamped  his  name  with  everlast-   ] 
iug  infamy.      He  was  assassinated   in  I 
1545,  at  the  instigation  of  some  of  the  I 
Scotch  nobility.  | 

LORD  BACON,  \ 

Onk  of  the  greatest   of  modern  phi-  \ 
losophers,    was    born    at    Loudon    in  ! 
1561,     and     educated     at    Cambridge 
uniler  Dr.  W  hitgift,  afterwarus  arch-  j 
bishop   of   Canterbury.     lie    applied  | 


himself  to  the  study  of  the  law,  ia 
which  he  rose  through  various  grada- 
tions to  the  dignity  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. In  early  life  he  was  patro- 
nized Ly  Essex,  to  whom  however  he 
proved  a  treacherous  friend.  In  the 
reign  of  James  I.  he  attained  high 
political  honours,  but  was  at  length 
impeached  by  the  parliament  on  a 
charge  of  bribery,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  degraded  and  treated 
with  signal  but  merited  obloquy.  The 
political  principles  as  well  as  the 
moral  character  of  Bacon  were  highly 
censurable,  but  as  a  philosopher  no 
eulogium  can  be  too  lofty  for  his 
praise.     He  died  in  privacy  in  1626. 

FRANCIS  BEAUMONT. 
This  celebrated  dramatist,  brother 
to  Sir  Joha  Beaumont,  author  of 
'*  Bosworth  Field"  and  other  poems, 
was  born  at  GrSce  Dieu  in  Leicester- 
shire in  15S6,  and  educated  at  Oxford. 
-At  an  early  period  he  became  the  in- 
separable companion  of  Fletcher,  and 
their  joint  productions  were  at  one 
period  more  popular  than  those  of 
Ben  Johnson  or  Shakspeare.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  merits  as  a  dramatic 
writer,  his  poems  entitle  him  to  an 
honourable  place  among  the  British 
bards.     He  died  in  1616. 

SIR  NICHOLAS  BACON, 
An  eminent  English  lawyer,  and 
father  of  the  great  lord  Bacon,  was 
born  at  Chiselhurst  in  Kent  in  1510, 
and  studied  at  Cambridge  and  Grays 
Inn.  He  was  appointed  attorney  of 
the  court  of  wards  by  Henry  VIII, 
Queen  Elizabeth  bestowed  on  him 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  iii 
1558  appointed  him  keeper  of  the 
great  seal  and  a  member  of  the  privy 
council,  in  which  station  he  conducted 
himself  with  fidelity  aud  wisdom. 
He  retained  the  favour  of  the  queen 
till  bia  death,  which  occurred  in  15/9. 
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BUXTOUF. 

This  profound  Hebraist  was  born  at 
Camen  in  Westpiialia  in  15CA,  and 
bcrame  proTessor  of  Hebrew  and  Chal- 
dee  at  Basil,  in  wliich  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son.  His  Hebrew  works 
are  numerous  and  important,  parti- 
cularly his  Hebrew  and  ChaUlaic 
Lexicon  and  Dictionary,  and  the  He- 
brew Bible  with  the  Rabbinical  and 
dialdaic  paraphrases,  the  Massora, 
*cc.     He  died  in  162J. 


PETER  BURMAN,  LL.D. 
A  CELEEUATED  critic  and  classical 
•cholar,  born  in  16G,S  at  Utrecht,  where 
and  afterwards  at  Lcyden  he  became 
professor  of  rnetonc,  history,  and 
Greek  literature,  and  gained  high  dis- 
tinction for  his  lectures.  He  is  the 
author  of  numerous  philological  and 
critical  works,  and  of  Commentaries 
on  Phaedrus,  Lucan,  Fetronius,  and 
other  profane  authors.  He  died  in  ir4L 
An  interesting  account  of  his  life, 
written  by  Dr.  Johnson,  is  given  in  the 
Oentlvman's  Magazine. 


HENRY  BROOKE, 
A  wnlTBa  of  considerable  reputation, 
born  at  Rantavan  in  Ireland  in  1/06. 
lie  received  his  education  at  Irinity 
College,  Dublin,  and  in  1"23  was  en- 
tered at  the  Temple,  where  his  genius 
and  vivacity  introduced  him  to  the 
friendship  of  Smith  and  Pope,  the 
latter  of  whom  is  said  to  have  as- 
sisted in  revising  his  poem  •'  On  Uni- 
versal Beauty."  During  the  greater 
pnrt  of  his  life  lie  had  to  struggle 
with  pecuniary  embarrassments.  The 
most  celebrated  rS  his  writings  is  the 
novel  entitled  tiie  "  Fool  of  Oualifv," 
published  in  ircC  He  dieii  in  17S3, 
and  his  dramatic  and  other  works 
v,i're  published  by  his  daughter  in  the 
following  year. 


ADMinAL  BLAKE. 
This  bold  and  skilful  naral  com- 
mander was  born  at  Bridgcwater  in 
1599,  and  educated  at  Oxford.  After 
the  death  of  his  father,  a  rich  mer- 
chant, he  liyed  for  some  time  in  a 
private  manner.  In  the  parliament 
of  1640  he  was  returned  for  Bridge- 
water,  and  in  the  civil  war  distin- 
guished himself  in  a  military  capa- 
city against  the  royalists.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  by  Cromwell  for  his 
bravery  and  talents,  and  performed 
valuable  services  for  his  country.  He 
died  August  '2',  1G57,  and  was  pub- 
licly interred  in  Henry  VlPs  chapel, 
but  on  the  Restoration  his  body  was 
meanly  removed  to  St.  Margaret'* 
church-yard. 

ROBERT  BOYLE, 
One   of  the  brightest    luminaries  of 
science  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
was  born    at  Lisraore   in   Ireland   in 
1627  ;  about  1654  he  settled  at  Oxford, 
and  engaged  with  ardour  in  the  pro- 
secution of  researches  in  experimental 
philosophy.    After  the  Restoration  he 
was  received  with  favour  by  thj  king, 
and  strongly  solicited  by  lord  chan- 
cellor Clarendon  to  enter  tne  church, 
where   he  had   every  prospect  of  ob- 
taining the   highest  preferments  ;  but 
his   conscientious   scruples  prevented 
his  compliance.     He  was  one  of  the 
first  fellows  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
a  member  of  the  council.     His  philo- 
sophical writings  are  very  voluminous, 
and,  from  the  large  portion  of  experi-  . 
mental  knowledge  and  oTjservation  of 
the  works  of  nature  which  they  con- 
tain, have  provid  a  fertile  storehouse 
of  facts  from  which   many  subsequent 
discoveries    have    been    derived.     He 
also   wrote    many    theological    tracts, 
and  on   his  death  in   1691    bequcalhed 
£50  a  year  for  the  endowment   of  a 
lecture   on    the    evidence*    of  Cl;ri«- 
lianjty. 
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BUFFON. 
Tais  distinguislied  vfriter  on  natural 
history  was  born  in  1707  at  Montbard 
ill  Burgundy,  and  educated  at  Dijon 
for  the  legal  profession,  which  how- 
ever he  abandoned  in  order  to  devote 
his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  mathc- 
maticftl  and  physical  science.  His 
principal  work,  "  Histoire  Naturelle, 
Oenerale  et  F'articuli^re,"  of  which 
numerous  translations  and  editions 
have  been  published,  affords  abundant 
evidence  of  his  talents  and  indu<;try  ; 
the  style  is  correct  and  eloquent,  and 
he  displays  a  spirit  of  philosophical 
observation  which  must  always  be 
interesting  and  icstruotive.  His  moral 
character  was  however  unworthy  of 
his  talents,  and  his  vanity  was  con- 
temptible.    He  died  iu   17,S8. 

JOHN  DE  BAI.IOT., 
The  son  of  a  rich  and  loading  baron 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  to  whose 
cause  he  adhered  in  his  troubles  with 
the  barons.  His  wealth  and  influence 
were  greatly  increased  by  bis  mar- 
riage with  Devorgille,  one  of  the  co- 
heiresses of  Allan  ofGoUoway,  a  great 
baron  of  Scotland,  of  which  kingdom 
his  son  John  Baliol  obiained  the  tem- 
porary possession.  In  1283  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford, 
and  it  was  completed  after  his  death 
(which  occurred  iu  1029)  by  his  widow. 

BARNtVELDT, 
A  Dutch  statesman  of  great  integrity 
and  patriotism,  was  born  in  1549,  and 
was  early  employed  by  the  states- 
general  in  various  negociations  with 
France,  England,  and  the  neighbour- 
mg  powers,  and  appointed  grand  pen- 
sionary of  the  States  of  Holland. 
His  opposition  to  the  an:bitious  pro- 
jects of  prince  Maurice  rendei-ed  him 
obnoxious  to  that  vindictive  prince, 
who  eventually  succeeded  in  having 
him  capitally  convicted  on  the  ground- 


less charge  of  betraying  his  country 
to  the  Spaniards.  This  iniquitous 
sentence  was  carried  into  execution 
in  May  1C19. 

BOII.FAU. 
This    celebrated    poet   was   born    at 
Crone,  near   Paris,  in   1636,   and   re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  colleges  of 
Harcourt  andBeauvais.     He  was  sub- 
sequently placed  with  a  relative,   an 
eminent    member  of  the   long   robe, 
with   a  view  to   the   legal   profession, 
«ho   soon    sent  him   home  as  an  in- 
corrigible   dunce.      His    real   talents 
remained   unknown   till   the  publica- 
tion  of  his   satire,    "  Les   Adieux    k 
Paris,"  which   was   follov\ed   in    16C6 
by  seven    satires,  with   an    introduc- 
tion addressed  to  the   king,  which  in- 
troduced  him    to    royal    favour    and 
patronage.      The    most    esteemed    of 
his  writings  are  his  Epistle,  after  the 
model  of  those  of  Horace.     His  cha- 
racter was   amiable   and    benevolent, 
and    on    his    death    in     1711     he    be- 
queathed  the   principal    part   of  his 
property  to  charitable  purposes. 

ROBERT  BRUCE. 
This  valiant  Scottish  chieftain  was  a 
descendant  of  David,  brother  to  Wil- 
liam 1.  He  for  some  time  fought 
under  the  English  banners,  but  sub- 
sequently asserted  his  right  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Scotland,  and  was 
crowned  at  Scone  in  1306.  At  the 
outset  of  his  career  he  experienced 
many  reverses  ;  and  at  one  period, 
when  almost  disposed  to  relinquish 
his  enterprise  in  despair,  he  is  said 
to  have  been  encouraged  by  the  per- 
severance of  a  spider,  which,  after 
being  foiled  in  nine  attempts  to  reach 
a  certain  point,  still  persisted  and 
succeeded.  His  celebrated  victory 
over  Edward  H.  at  the  battle  ol' 
Bannockburn,  iu  131 ),  established  him 
firmly  on  the  throue.    He  died  in  13VJ. 
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ER. BLAIR, 
Tub  son  of  a  respectable  merchant 
of  Edinburgh,  in  which  city  he  was 
born  in  I/IS.  lie  entered  on  the  duties 
of  a  parish  minister  at  Colessie  in 
Fife  in  I?'!!)  subsequently  officiated 
for  11  years  at  the  Canongate  church, 
and  in  175S  was  raised  to  the  high 
church  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  his  death  in  ISOO.  His  Lec- 
tures on  <'or.iposition,  first  delivered 
at  the  university,  gained  him  such  re- 
putation that  in  1762  the  king  founded 
a  professorship  of  rhetoric  and  belles 
lettres,  and  appointed  him  professor. 
His  publisiiid  Sermons  are  esteemed 
chiefly  for  the  puntj-  and  elegance  of 
their  composition,  and  his  "  Lec- 
tures" form  a  popular  and  able  digest 
of  the  rules  of  eloquence. 

robf.ht  burns. 

An  illustrious  instance  of  celebrity  ac- 
quired by  unassisted  genius,  was  born 
near  Ayr  in  1/59.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  very  scanty;  but  his  ardent 
thirst  for  knowledge  led  him  to  study 
the  best  English  poets,  and  he  soon 
astonished  the  world  by  his  youthful 
effusions.  He  engaged  in  various 
agricultural  occupations,  all  of  which 
failed;  and  altliough  he  obtained  a 
considerable  sum  by  his  poems  (which 
rendered  him  at  once  the  idol  of  his 
nation,  and  the  favourite  of  the  greati, 
his  profligate  habits  dissipated  his  for- 
tune, and  on  his  death,  in  IJdG,  his 
family  was  left  to  the  charity  of  the 
public.  The  compositions  of  Burns 
are  distinguished  by  humour,  pathos, 
and  energy  of  description. 

LORD  BYRON. 
This  distinguished  bard,  the  pride  of 
modern  Rnolish  poesy,  was  descended 
from  Ca;  tain  Byron,  the  v.cU  known 
traveller,  and  bom  in  l/SS.  His  works 
•tand  too  hi°h  in  the  estimation  of 
the  literary  wcrhl  to  need  commenda- 


tion ;  the}'  are  characterized  Ly  the 
highest  attributes  of  genius  ;  but  his 
profligate  li(e  and  sceptical  opinions 
render  him  an  object  of  virtuous  de- 
testation to  all  who  regard  tlie  welfare 
of  society,  or  desire  to  promote  mo- 
rality and  religion.  He  died  at  Mis- 
solonghi,  April  17,  1824. 

BEATTIE, 
A  POET  and  moral  philosopher,  was 
born  in  Scotland  in  17;i5,  and  edu- 
cated at  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen, 
v.hcre  he  subsequently  became  pro- 
fessor of  ethics.  He  published  an 
Essay  in  refutation  of  Hume's  scep- 
tical tenets,  which  procured  him  high 
popularity.  The  university  of  Oxford 
presented  him  with  a  diploma  of 
LL.  D.,  and  George  111.  gave  him  a 
pension.  His  poems,  particularly  the 
"Minstrel,"  evince  him  to  have  been 
an  ardent  and  successful  ;  mirer  of 
the  Muses.  He  afterwards  wrote  the 
"Elements  of  Moral  Science,"  and 
an  elaborate  defence  of  the  Christian 
religion.     He  died  in  1S03. 

BURKE. 
Tins  celebrated  statesman  and  par- 
liamentary orntor  was  born  in  17u3. 
His  first  literary  exhibition  was  an 
anonymous  pamphlet  on  "  Natural 
Society,"  feigned  to  be  the  produc- 
tion of  Boliugbroke,  whose  style  of 
reasoning  and  language  he  so  happily 
imitated  astodeceive  many  of  t.iemost 
penetrating  critics.  In  1737  he  gave 
to  the  world  the  "  Essaj-  on  the  Sub- 
lime and  Beautiful,"  which  evinced 
his  strength  of  imagination  and  phi- 
losophical powers.  But  it  was  in  the 
senate  that  Burke  shone  with  the 
greatest  brilliancy  :  his  spteches  in 
parliament  have  crowned  him  with 
unfading  laurels,  and  at  his  death, 
which  happened  in  1797>  England 
certainly  lost  one  of  the  greatest 
mastcri  ii.  the  art  of  oratory. 
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JOHN  BEnNOUILLI. 
Thi«  eminent  mathematician  and 
natural  philosopher  was  born  in  1668 
at  Basil,  where  he  was  odiicateri  xvith 
a  view  to  mercantile  pursuits ;  but 
subse<inently  devoted  himself  to  the 
study  of  philosophy,  and  in  IG;).')  be- 
came professor  of  mathematics  in  the 
university  of  Groningen,  and  after- 
wards at  Basil,  lie  is  the  author  of 
various  mathematical  treatises,  and 
the  discoverer  of  what  was  called  the 
mercurial  phosphorus,  an  electrical 
phenomenon  occasioned  by  the  fric- 
t'on  of  mercury  on  a  glass  tube.  He 
died  in  17-18. 


JAMES  PERNOUILLr, 
Elder  brother  of  the  preceding, 
whom  he  excelled  in  mathematical 
talents,  was  born  at  Basil  in  1G55, 
and  educated  for  the  church,  but  was 
allowed  to  indulge  his  predilection  for 
mathematical  and  philosophical  pur- 
suits. In  168-1  he  made  the  valuable 
discovery  relating  to  the  difTereutial 
calculus  which  has  given  hmi  such 
great  ctlebriiy,  and  in  1C87  became 
professor  of  mathematics  at  Basil, 
where  his  lectures  obtained  for  him 
the  highest  reputation.  He  was  sub- 
sequently chosen  a  member  of  several 
learned  societies,  and  contributed  to 
the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
demies of  Paris  and  Berlin.  He  died 
in  1705.  His  mathematical  works 
were  published  at  Geneva  in  17-14. 


LORD  BERKELEY. 
This  nobleman,  who  possessed  all 
the  elegance  and  politeness  of  Ches- 
terfield, without  his  literary  talents, 
is  generally  supposed  to  have  been 
the  original  of  Uycherly's  Lord  I'lau- 
sible  in  the  "  Plain  Dealer."  He  was 
raised  to  the  peerage  in  1679,  as  the 
reward  of  bis    attachment  to  Charlcu 


L,  and  his  zeal  for  the  Restoration. 
He  is  said  to  be  ihe  author  of  a  work, 
which  appears  long  since  to  have 
passed  into  oblivion,  entitled  "  His- 
torical Applications  and  Meditations 
on  Various  Subjects." 

FIRST  EARL  OF  BEDFORD, 

John,  the  son  of  James  Russell,  esq., 
was  born  about  the  year  14S0.  In 
1.^06  he  was  introduced  to  Henry 
VII.,  who  made  him  a  gentleman  of 
the  privy  chamber.  Soon  after  the 
accession  of  Henry  VIII,  his  intre- 
pidity and  bravery  at  the  siege  of 
Therouenne  recommended  him  to  the 
favour  of  that  monarch,  by  whom  he 
was  employed  in  various  negociatious, 
and  as  a  reward  for  his  services  was 
raised  to  the  peerage  in  1533.  The 
dignity  of  earl  of  Bedford  was  con- 
ferred on  him  in  1550,  and  he  conti- 
nued in  the  enjoyment  of  royal  favour 
during  the  short  reign  of  Edward  VI. 
and  the  commencement  of  that  of 
queen  Mary,  notwithstanding  his  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
formation. His  death  took  place  in 
1555. 

FOURTH  EARL  OF  BEDFORD. 
Francis,  the  only  son  of  baron 
Thornhaugh,  succeeded  on  the  death 
of  his  cousin  to  the  earldom  of  Bed- 
ford. He  di'.tiugnished  himself  hy 
his  steady  and  patriotic  opposition  to 
the  arbitrary  measures  of  Charles  L, 
and  his  name  has  justly  become  as- 
sociated with  the  pttrons  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  He  was,  however, 
averse  to  ihe  violence  of  the  popular 
faction,  which  he  strenuoNsIy  laboured 
to  moderate,  and,  when  it  was  de- 
termined to  sacrifice  the  carl  of  Straf- 
ford, he  exerted  all  his  influence, 
though  in  vain,  to  save  the  life  of 
that  unfortunate  nobleman.  His  death 
was  occasioned  by  small-pox  in  164  L 
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BUCHANAN. 
Tke  tutor  of  James  I.,  as  also  of  th« 
celebrated  Crichfon,  was  born  in 
1506,  and  educated  at  Paris  and  St. 
Andrews.  He  twice  visited  tbe  con- 
tinent, where  the  freedom  of  his  opi- 
nions, and  his  satires  against  the 
monks,  exposed  him  to  frequent  perse- 
Ci'.tion.  In  !5C0  lie  returned  to  Scotland, 
where  his  talents  and  learning  i)ro- 
cured  him  several  lucrative  situations 
from  the  court.  He  however  after- 
wards stained  his  character  by  joining 
against  the  unfortunate  Mary  with 
Elizabeth's  ministers,  in  defence  of 
whose  measures  he  employed  his  pen. 
Uachanan  died  in  1532.  His  Latin 
poems  Gurpass  all  others  of  modern 
times  ;  and  his  "  History  of  Scotland  " 
is  written  with  elegance  and  vigour. 

LOriD  BURLEIGH, 
The  son  of  Sir  Richard  Cecil,  master 
of  the  robes  to  Henry  V'lIL,  was 
born  at  Bourne  in  Lincolnshire  in 
1520,  and  educated  at  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  where  he  gave  early 
indications  of  superior  talent.  He 
was  subsequently  entered  at  Gray's 
Inn  with  a  view  to  the  legal  profession, 
but,  being  introduced  to  the  notice  of 
the  king,  he  was  encouraged  to  push  his 
fortune  at  court.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  he  was  patronized  by  the 
Protector  Somerset,  on  whose  disgrace 
he  suffered  a  temporary  imprisonment 
in  the  Tower.  On  the  accession  of 
queen  Elizabeth  he  was  appointed  privy 
counsellor  and  secretary  of  state,  sub- 
sequently raised  to  the  peerage,  and 
appointed  lord  high  treasurer.  Lord 
Burleigh  is  generally  regarded  as  the 
ablest  minister  of  an  able  reign.  He 
died  in  1508. 

ANNE  BPLEYX, 
The   unfortunate  consort   of  Henry 
VJII.,  and  mother  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
was    born    in    1507.     On    her   return 


from  France,  in  1527,  she  became 
maid  of  honour  to  queen  Catherine, 
when  she  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  monarch  himself,  to  whom  she 
was  united  in  153.7.  But  she  had 
espoused  a  cruel  and  unprincipled 
tyrant,  who  scrupled  not  to  sacrifice 
youth  and  beauty  at  the  shrine  of 
his  inordinate  passions.  Henry  soon 
transferred  his  affections  to  Jane  Sey- 
mour, and  caused  ,\nne  to  be  executed 
on  an  accusation  of  infidelity.  She 
was  beheaded  with  her  brother,  Lord 
Rochford,  May  13,  1.036. 

ROGER  B.'.COX. 
This  wonderful  man  was  born  at 
Ilchestcr  in  Somersetshire,  in  1214. 
He  studied  at  Oxford  and  Paris,  and 
became  a  Franciscan  monk.  His  lec- 
tures and  experiments,  which  evinced 
a  knowledge  of  science  far  exceeding 
that  of  his  most  noted  contempora- 
ries, soon  procured  him  popular  ad- 
miration, as  well  as  persecution  from 
ignorant  ecclesiastics.  Cacon  was 
accused  of  being  a  magician ;  his  lec- 
tures were  prohibited,  and  he  was 
confined  to  his  cell.  Here  he  poured 
forth  the  treasures  of  a  capacious  in- 
tellect, in  the  composition  of  several 
treatises.     He  died  in  1292. 

THEODORE  BEZA, 
One  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  re- 
formers, was  born  in  the  province  of 
Nivernois  in  1519.  He  was  originally  a 
Catholic  ;  but  in  1548  visited  Geneva, 
and  publicly  abjured  popery.  His 
talents  and  erudition  raised  him  to 
the  office  of  Greek  professor  at  Lau- 
sanne, where  he  wrote,  at  the  request 
of  Calvin,  a  treatise  on  the  right  of 
punishing  heretics.  Beza  was  em- 
ployed as  deputy  in  several  ecclesias- 
tical conferences;  he  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  tbe  religious  government 
of  Geneva  ;  and,  after  a  laborious  and 
active  life,  died  in  1605. 
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BOSCAWEN, 
A  BKWE  and  skilful  English  Rdmiral, 
was  a  native  of  Cornwall,  and  born 
m  1711.  He  entered  the  navy  at  an 
early  age,  and  iu  1/40  distinguished 
himself  in  the  Spanish  war.  Rising 
fiom  rank  to  rank  to  the  post  of 
rear-admiral,  he  v/as  sent  to  India, 
where  he  gained  Madras  to  his  coun- 
try, and  obtained,  on  his  return  to 
England,  a  seat  at  the  Admiralty 
board.  He  afterwards  signalized  him- 
self in  conjunction  with  lord  Amherst 
in  17oS,  at  Cape  Breton.  For  these 
and  other  services  he  was  rewarded 
by  a  pension,  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment, and  the  rank  of  general  of  the 
marine?.  His  death  took  place  in,1760. 

BOSWELL, 
The  intimate  friend  and  biographer 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  was  born  at  Edin- 
burgh in  1740.  Having  been  admitted 
an  advocate  in  the  Scottish  courts, 
he  distiiiguished  himself  by  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  a  lawsuit  relative 
to  the  titles  and  estates  of  the  duke 
of  Douglas,  and  wrote  afterwards  a 
pamphlet  on  the  subject.  In  1763 
he  published  his  account  of  Corsica, 
with  "  Memoirs  of  General  Paoli," 
a  work  containing  much  interesting 
information,  and  no  little  egotism. 
Ills  "Memoir  of  Dr.  Johnson"  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  interesting 
pieces  of  biographj-  in  the  English 
language.     He  died  May  19,  1795. 

SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS, 
A  DisTiNGUisEBD  naturalist,  born 
ill  1743  at  Revesby  Abbey  in  Leices- 
tershire. A  strong  predilection  for 
natural  historj'  prompting  him  to  ex- 
plore foreign  countries,  he  embarked 
in  1763  on  a  voyage  to  Labrador  and 
Newfoundland  ;  and  in  1768  he  accom- 
panied Cook  in  his  first  voyage  round 
the  world.  In  1778  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  Society,  of  which  he 


had  for  some  time  been  an  active 
member.  His  published  writings  con- 
sist of  papers  in  the  Philosophical 
Transactions,  the  Arch^ologia,  the 
Transactions  of  the  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, and  other  periodical  works, 
and  a  Tract  on  the  causes  of  Mildew 
and  Rust  in  Wheat.  He  retained  the 
presidency  of  the  Royal  Society  till 
his  death,  May  9,  1820. 

Sin  AVILLIAM  BLACKSTONE, 
An  eminent  English  lawyer,  born  in 
London  in  17-3,  and  educated  at  the 
Charter  House,  and  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, Oxford.  He  entered  the  Middle 
Temple  in  1741,  when  he  wrote  an 
elegant  valedictory  poem,  cititled 
"  the  Lawyer's  Farewell  to  his  Muse," 
which  appeared  in  Doddsley's  Mis- 
cellany. His  celebrated  "  Commen- 
taries" afford  an  elaborate  and  popular 
exposition  and  defence  of  the  English 
laws  and  constitution.  He  uniformly 
leans  to  the  side  of  prerogative,  and 
his  notions  with  regard  to  religious 
toleration  are  extremely  contracted. 
His  death  took  place  in  1780. 

BRUCE, 
A  MOSEBN  traveller  of  considerable 
celebrity,  was  born  at  Kinnaird-house 
in  Stirlingshire  in  1730,  and  educated 
at  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  In 
1763,  by  the  interest  of  lord  Halifax, 
he  was  appointed  consul  at  Algiers. 
He  subsequently  visited  various  parts  of 
Asia  Minor,  accompanied  by  an  Italian 
artist,  who  executed  drawings  of  the 
ruins  of  Palmyra,  Balbec,  and  other 
remains  of  antiquity,  which  he  pre- 
sented to  his  sovereign.  In  1768  he 
proceeded  on  his  famous  journey  to 
discover  the  sources  of  the  Nile.  The 
Narrative  of  his  Travels,  published  ia 
1796,  comprises  much  interesting  in- 
formation, though  the  critics  have 
doubted  his  veracity.  His  death  took 
place  in  1794. 
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CPEBILLON, 
A  French  dramatist,  born  at  Dijon 
in  1674.  At  an  early  period  he  deter- 
mined to  devote  his  talents  to  the 
tragic  muse,  and,  though  unsticcess- 
ful  in  his  first  attempts,  he  subse- 
quently obtained  considerable  reputa- 
tion. The  most  popular  of  his  pro- 
ductions was  his  "  Rhadaraistus," 
which  appeared  in  1/11.  While  com- 
posing his  tragedies  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  walk  briskly,  at  the  same 
time  repeating  his  thoughts  aloud 
with  great  vehemence,  and  the  story 
of  his  being  mistaken  for  a  maniac 
while  thus  occupied  in  the  Jard.ri  dn 
Roi  at  Paris  is  well  known.  His 
death  took  place  in  1762. 

CUNNINGHAM, 

An  Irish  poet,  author  of  the  cele- 
brated "  Pastorals,"  which  are  so 
much  admired  for  their  simplicity 
and  correctness  of  description.  He 
was  born  at  Dublin  in  1729,  and  at  the 
age  of  17  wrote  a  farce  entitled  '*  Love 
in  a  Mist."  He  subsequently  joined 
a  companj-  of  strolling  plaj'ers,  and  in 
this  way  continued  to  earn  a  scanty 
subsistence  till  his  death  in  1773.  His 
poetical  pieces  are  highly  esteemed, 
and  have  been  admitted  into  the  col- 
lections of  the  British  poets. 

CHURCHILL, 
A  POET  and  satirist  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. Though  refused  admission  into 
the  university  on  the  ground  of  clas- 
sical insufficiency,  he  was  ordained 
by  the  bishop  of  London,  after  private 
study,  and  obtained  a  living.  The  em- 
barrassments occasioned  by  his  extra- 
vagant habits  at  length  induced  him  to 
seek  emolument  from  his  pen.  In  1761 
he  published  the  "  Rosciad,"  contain- 
ing many  lively  strokes  of  satire,  and 
superior  in  diction  and  versification. 
His  talents  excited  general  applause. 


and  led  him  into  the  company  of  the 
first  wits  of  the  age,  an  association, 
however,  which  proved  dangerous  to 
his  morals     Churchill  died  in  1764. 

LORD  CHATHAM, 
The  son  of  Robert  Pitt,  esq.,  of  Ro- 
connock  in  Cornwall,  and  one  of  the 
most  upright  and  talented  statesman 
of  England,  was  born  in  1708,  and 
educated  at  Eton,  and  at  Trinity 
College,  Oxford.  His  first  appesr- 
auce  in  parliaiaent  was  in  1735,  when 
he  was  returned  for  Old  Sarum.  For 
many  years  he  exerted  himself  with 
uncommon  eloquence  and  force  -^f 
argument  in  opposing  the  measure* 
of  the  ministrj  ,  but  in  1746  he  was  ap- 
pointed treasurer  of  Ireland,  pay- 
master-general of  the  army,  and  a 
privy  counsellor.  Amidst  the  nume- 
rous changes  of  those  changing  times, 
he  remained  the  zealous  and  power- 
ful advocate  of  liberal  principles,  whe- 
ther on  the  ministerial  or  opposition 
side,  and  the  boldness  and  eloquence 
with  which  he  opposed  the  American 
war  have  obtained  for  him  an  impe- 
rishable name.  He  was  raised  to  the 
peerage  in  1766,  and  died  in  1778. 

LORD  CLARENDON. 
Edward  Hide,  afterwards  earl  of 
Clarendon,  was  born  in  1608  at  Din- 
ton  in  Wiltshire,  and  studied  at  Mag- 
dalen Hall,  Oxford,  and  the  Middle 
Temple.  During  the  civil  war  he 
took  part  with  the  royalists,  and  was 
knighted  by  Charles  I.,  who  also  ap- 
pointed him  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer and  a  privy  counsellor.  On  the 
ascendency  of  the  popular  party  he 
retired  to  Jersey,  but  after  the  Re- 
storation he  was  elected  chancellor  of 
the  University  of  Oxford,  aud  raised 
to  the  peerage.  In  16<i7  he  was  im- 
peached by  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  retired 
into  France,  where  he  died  in  1701. 
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CONGREVE, 
One  of  the  wittiest  but  most  licen* 
tious  poets  of  the  British  Augustan 
age,  vvas  born  in  1670,  educated  in 
Dublin,  and  entered  as  a  student  at 
the  Temple.  His  first  dramatic  piece 
was  acted  in  1693,  and  procured  him 
at  once  fame  and  affluence.  Being 
patronized  by  the  earl  of  Halifax,  he 
obtained  several  lucrative  situations ; 
to  which,  on  the  accession  of  George 
I.,  was  added  a  profitable  sinecure. 
His  compositions  are  characterized 
by  correctness  and  elegance,  with  gay 
and  sprightly  satire  ;  but  the  extreme 
indelicacy  which  reigns  throughout 
renders  them  highly  pernicious. 

COWPER, 
An  approved  English  poet,  was  born 
at  Berkhampstead  in  Hertfordshire, 
in  1731,  and  educated  at  Westminster 
school,  where  his  delicate  health  and 
reserved  disposition  exposed  him  to 
treatment  that  tinged  his  Ojture  life 
with  melantholy.  He  afterwards  en- 
tered the  Temple  as  a  student  of  the 
law ;  but  seems  never  to  have  prac- 
tised. The  nervous  sensibility  of  his 
temperament  was  such  that,  when 
appointed  clerk  of  the  rolls  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  he  relinquished  the 
situation  through  the  dread  of  pub- 
licity. In  17S2  appeared  the  first  vo- 
lume of  his  poems,  which  soon  gained 
popularity.  He  died  in  1800  at  Dere- 
ham in  Norfolk.  His  works  are  cha- 
racterized by  ease,  humour,  and  play- 
ful satire,  combined  with  the  highest 
moral  sentiments. 

CATHERINE  II. 
This  priucess,  the  glory  and  disgrace 
of  the  Russian  name,  was  born  in  17-9, 
and  was  united  in  17-15  to  Peter,  after- 
wards emperor  of  Russia,  on  whose 
deposition  and  death  she  was  crowned 
empress.  A  series  of  hostilities  en- 
sued  against  the  Ottoman  Porte,  by 


which  the  Turkish  power  was  much 
weakened,  and  Cuban  and  the  Crimea 
were  annexed  to  her  dominions.  Her 
death,  however,  prevented  the  execu- 
tion of  her  ambitious  schemes  in  l/JB. 
The  domestic  policy  of  Catherine  is 
beyond  all  praise:  she  ruled  with 
mildness  and  equity,  and  greatly  pro- 
moted the  civilization  of  her  subjects. 
But  her  private  life  was  disgraced  by 
open  and  shameless  profligacy. 

C.ANOVA, 
One  of  the  most  celebrated  sculptors 
of  modern  times,  was  born  in  1/57  at 
Passagno,  a  small  village  in  the  Ve- 
netian territory,  where  his  talents 
early  attracted  the  attention  of  I'ali- 
eri,  who  took  him  under  his  protec- 
tion, and  committed  him  to  the  tuition 
of  Turetti,  '  an  eminent  sculptor  of 
Vienna.  His  genius  procured  him 
the  friendship  and  patronage  of  tha 
great,  and  he  subsequently  obtained 
a  splendid  fortune.  His  numerous 
works  have  obtained  the  highest  cele- 
brity in  the  art  of  sculpture.  He 
died  at  Venice  in  18^2. 

EDWARD  CAVE, 
A  NATIVE  of  Warwickshire,  who  has 
attained  notoriety  principally  for  esta- 
blishing a  periodical  magazine  at  a 
time  when  this  species  of  literature  was 
unknown  in  England.  He  was  born 
at  Newton  in  1G91,  and  educated  at 
Rugby  school.  After  serving  his  ap- 
prenticeship to  a  printer  in  London, 
he  obtained  a  situation  in  the  post- 
office,  and  employed  his  leisure  in 
writing  for  the  newspapers.  On  being 
dismissed  from  his  employment,  in 
consequence  of  having  resisted  some 
abuses  relative  to  the  privilege  of 
franking  letters,  he  entered  into  bu- 
siness in  Smithfield,  and  in  January 
17.t1  published  the  first  number  of 
the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  which 
he  continued  till  his  death  in  175-1. 
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AUGUSTINE  CARACCI, 
The  cousin  of  Lewis,  and  brother  o'" 
Annibal,  was  born  in  1558.  He  was 
originally  intended  for  a  goldsmith, 
but,  evincing  a  taste  for  painting,  was 
induced  by  his  cousin  to  com.iience 
the  study  of  the  art.  After  visiting 
Farma  with  Annibal  he  went  to 
Venice,  where,  under  the  tuition  of 
Cornelius  de  Cort,  he  became  one  of 
the  most  famous  engravers  of  his 
time.  On  Annibal's  visit  to  Rome, 
Augustine  accompanied  him,  and  his 
general  knowledge  and  poetical  taste 
proved  highly  serviceable  in  the  joint 
execution  of  the  Farnese  paintings. 
He  was  afterwards  employed  by  the 
duke  of  Parma;  and  died  in  1C02. 

LEWIS  CARACCI. 
This  celebrated  Italian  painter,  the 
founder  of  the  Caracci  school,  was 
born  at  Bologna  in  1555.  He  studied 
under  Fontana  and  Tintoretto,  but 
with  so  little  apparent  success  that  his 
instructors  despaired  of  his  ever  at- 
taining excellence,  and  his  fellow- 
students  combined  to  ridicule  his 
dulness.  But  he  soon  proved  to  their 
surprise  that  his  supposed  incapacity 
was  really  the  effect  of  study  and  ma- 
ture reflection  ;  his  powers  suddenly 
emerged  from  obscuritj',  and  were 
exerted  in  the  production  of  works 
of  art  which  excited  the  astonish- 
ment of  Europe.     He  died  in  1619. 

CORREGIO, 

A  PAiNTEB  of  the  highest  celebrity, 

and  founder  of  the  Lombard  school, 

was  born  at  Corregio,    a  small  town 

in  the   duchy   of  Parma,   about   the 

year  1490.     So  little  were  the  fine  arts 

appreciated  at    that   period    that  his 

transcendant  genius,  accompanied  by 

persevering  industrj',  failed   to   raise 

him  from  a  state  of  poverty.     He  died 

of  a  pleurisy,  occasioned  by  drinking 


at  a  spring,  when  overcome  by  heat  and 
fatigue  in  1534.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
describes  his  colour  and  mode  of 
finishing  as  approaching  nearer  to 
perfection  than  those  of  any  other 
painter.  The  Assumption  of  tlie 
Virgin,  in  the  cathedral  of  Parma,  is 
considered  the  most  splendid  effort 
of  his  genius. 

CLAUDE  LORRAINE, 
A  CELEBRATED  landscape  painter, 
was  born  of  obscure  parents  in  1600, 
in  Lorraine,  whence  he  obtained  his 
surname.  He  was  apprenticed  to  a 
pastry-cook,  whom  he  soon  deserted, 
and,  after  trying  different  occupa- 
tions, he  was  employed  by  a  painter, 
from  whom  he  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  the  art.  After  several  years  prac- 
tice he  settled  at  Rome,  where  his 
works  were  in  great  request,  and  him- 
self the  object  of  universal  admira- 
tion. His  fame  continued  to  spread 
far  and  wide  till  his  death,  which 
happened  at  an  advanced  age,  in 
1GS2.  The  real  instructress  of  Claude 
was  Nature,  and  his  proficiency  under 
such  tuition  was  amply  displayed  by 
his  splendid  representations  of  land- 
scape scenery. 

ANNIBAL  CARACCI, 

The  most  distinguished  of  the  fa- 
mily, was  the  younger  brother  of 
Augustine,  and  surpassed  both  him 
and  Lewis  in  colouring  and  general 
effect,  though  he  was  inferior  in  point 
of  taste  and  judgment.  He  was  born 
in  1560,  and,  after  studying  with  his 
cousin  at  Bologna,  visited  Parma  to 
view  and  improve  upon  the  works  of 
Corregio:  Paul  Veronese  and  Titian 
were  also  his  models.  His  fame  rising 
high,  cardinal  Farnese  sent  for  him 
to  Rome  to  paint  his  celebrated  gal- 
lerj',  which  emploj'ed  the  pencil  of 
Annibal  for  eight  years.  His  death 
took  place  in  1009. 
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CAPTAIN  COOK. 
This  far-famed  circumnavigator  was 
born  at  Whitby  in  Yorkshire  in  1/28. 
He  possessed  but  few  advantages  of 
education  ;  but  nature  had  endov.ed 
him  with  quick  discernment  and  an 
enterprising  genius.  He  entered  the 
navy  in  iroa,  and,  being  sent  out  to 
America  as  master  of  a  vessel,  dis- 
played such  skill  in  geographical  cal- 
culations as  to  procure  him  the  ap- 
pointment of  marine  surveyor  on  his 
return  to  England.  He  was  subse- 
quently entrusted  .,ith  the  conduct  of 
the  expeditions  to  the  antarctic  pole, 
and  twice  circumnavigated  the  globe. 
He  was  killed  at  Hawii  in  1770. 

COWPER, 
An  approved  English  poet,  vvas  born 
at  Berkhampstead  in  1731.  He  was 
sent  at  an  early  age  to  Westminster 
school,  where  his  delicate  health  and 
reserved  disposition  exposed  him  to 
treatment  that  tinged  his  future  life 
with  melancholy.  He  afterwards  en- 
tered the  Temple  as  a  student  of  the 
law,  but  seems  never  to  have  prac- 
tised. The  nervous  sensibility  of  his 
temperament  was  such  that,  when 
appointed  clerk  of  the  rolls  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  he  relinquished  the 
situation  through  the  dread  of  pub- 
licity. He  retired  to  the  country,  and 
commenced  his  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Unwin,  and  also  with  the  Rev. 
John  Newton,  the  rector  of  Olney. 
His  constitutional  disorder  subjected 
him  to  frequent  fits  of  insanitj',  and 
he  was  actually  under  medical  direc- 
tion for  that  malady  for  a  consider- 
able time.  In  1/8-  appeared  the  first 
volume  of  his  poems,  which  soon 
gained  popularity.  He  died  in  ISOl 
at  Dereham  in  Norfolk.  His  works 
are  characterized  by  ease,  humour, 
and  playful  satire,  combined  with  the 
highest  moral  sentiments. 


COUNTESS  OF  CUMBERLAND. 
Margaret,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
2d  earl  of  Bedford,  was  born  in  1500, 
and  united  to  George  ClifiVird  earl  of 
Cumberland  in  15/7.  Her  affability 
and  benevolence  secured  general  es- 
teem, while  she  appears  to  have 
possessed  in  no  ordinary  degree  that 
high  spirit  which  afterwards  conspi- 
cuously distinguished  her  daughter, 
Anne  Clifford,  countess  of  Pembroke. 

CUMBERLAND. 
This  well-known  dramatist  and  mis- 
cellaneous writer  was  related  to  bishop 
Cumberland,  and  to  Bentley  the  cele- 
brated critic.  He  was  born  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1732.  After  receiving  a  col- 
lege education,  'be  visited  Ireland,  as 
secretary  to  the  earl  of  Halifax.  His 
first  productions  attracted  but  little 
notice ;  but  "  The  Brothers,"  and  the 
"  West  Indian,"  published  in  1771, 
established  his  reputation  as  one  of 
the  first  dramatic  writers  of  the  day. 
He  was  employed  by  the  government, 
iu  17S0,  in  a  secret  negociation  with 
Spain  and  Portugal.  After  his  return 
he  continued  his  literary  career  till 
his  decease  in  1811.  As  a  dramatist, 
a  novelist,  and  an  essayist,  he  evinces 
considerable  talent. 

GEORGE  COLMAN, 
A  British  dramatist,  born  at  Flo- 
rence in  1733,  but  e(iucated  at  West- 
minster school,  and  at  Oxford,  where, 
in  conjunction  with  Bonnel  Thornton, 
he  published  "The  Connoisseur."  His 
fi.rst  dramatic  piece  appeared  in  1760. 
Besides  a  number  of  comedies,  which 
were  well  received,  he  wrote  "  The 
Genius,"  and  many  other  pieces,  in 
the  St.  James's  Chronicle,  and  trans- 
lated 7"erence,  and  liorace's  "Art  of 
Poetry,"  to  the  latter  of  which  he 
added  a  valuable  coramentar}'.  He 
ultimately  became  deranged,  and  died 
in  a  lunatic  asylum  in  17S1. 
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CHAUCER, 
The  father  of  English  poetry,  was 
born,  according  to  the  best  authors,  in 
1S28,  and  educated  at  both  universities. 
Through  the  patronage  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster,  he  obtained 
various  lucrative  situations,  and  was 
employed  in  embassies  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. He  embraced  the  opinions  of 
V\  icliffe,  which  exposed  him  to  con- 
siderable persecution.  He  died  iu 
14G0.  The  poems  of  Chaucer  evince 
surprising  genius  ;  but  his  diction  is 
quite  obsolete.  His  works  have  been 
modernized  by  Dryden. 

CERVAXTES, 
The  pride  of  Spanish  literature,  was 
born  in  1547,  of  a  family  more  dis- 
tinguished by  descent  than  fortune. 
He  visited  Italy  at  an  early  age,  and 
engaged  as  a  volunteer  in  the  service 
of  the  popedom.  During  his  military 
career  Cervrutes  was  captured  by  an 
Algerine  corsair,  and  detained  in 
slavery  for  six  years ;  but  after  a 
series  of  romantic  adventures  he  re- 
gained his  liberty,  returned  to  Spain, 
u.nd  comnienceJ  his.  literary  labours. 
He  published  various  poems  and  ro- 
mances, all  of  which  have  been  eclipsed 
bj'  his  Don  Quixote,  which  has  spread 
the  fame  of  its  author  through  the 
civilized  world.     He  died  in  1617. 

CHARLES  I. 
This  unfortunate  and  misguided  mo- 
narch, whose  tragical  fate,  in  spite 
of  political  prejudices,  has  claimed 
for  him  the  sympathy  of  posterity, 
was  born  in  Scotland  in  1600.  By  the 
death  of  prince  Henry  he  became  heir 
apparent  to  the  English  throne,  which 
he  ascended  in  163.5.  From  his  early 
intimacy  with  Buckingham,  and  union 
with  the  imperious  Henrietta,  Charles 
imbibed  notions  of  regal  authoritj' 
repugnant  to  the  general  feelings  of 
the  nation;  his  arbitrary  and  oppres- 


sive measures,  being  resisted  by  the 
parliament,  gave  rise  to  a  protracted 
war,  which  terminated  in  the  defeat 
of  the  king,  who  was  brought  to  the 
scaffold,  Jan.  30,  1649. 

OLIVER  CROMWELL, 

Thh  Protector,  was  born  iu  1599  at 
Huntingdon,  for  which  place  he  be- 
came one  of  therepresentatives  in  1625. 
In  the  long  parliament  he  sat  for  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  extremely  active  in 
promoting  the  famous  remonstrance  of 
1641,  from  which  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  most  secret  councils  of  the  ojjpo- 
sition.  In  1642  he  commenced  his 
military  career,  which  eventually  ter- 
minated iu  raising  him  to  the  sum- 
mit of  authority  and  power,  under  the 
title  of  Lord  Protector  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  character  of  this 
extraordinary  man  has  been  very  dif- 
ferently estimated  by  political  parti- 
sans;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that 
during  his  usurpation  he  secured  the 
due  administration  of  justice  and  nobly 
sustained  the  honour  of  his  country. 
He  died  in  165S. 

CHARLES  II. 

This  gay  and  dissolute  prince  was 
born  iu  1630.  On  the  death  of  his 
father,  Charles  L,  he  took  refuge  in 
Holland,  and  after  an  ineffectual  at- 
tempt to  regain  the  throne  narrowly 
escaped  with  his  life  to  France.  He 
was  at  length  (16C0)  put  in  peaceable 
possession  of  the  crown  through  the 
influence  of  general  Monk.  The  af- 
fability of  his  manners,  and  the  live- 
liness of  his  v,it,  rendered  him  at  first 
highly  popular;  but  the  arbitrary 
measures  to  which  he^^vas  driven  in 
order  to  support  his  extravagant  and 
profligate  course  excited  discontent 
and  led  to  some  conspiracies.  The 
reign  of  Charles  II.  was  the  era  of 
the  most  dissolute  manners  that  ever 
prevailed  in  England.   He  died  in  1685. 
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CHARLEMAGNE, 
Ejiperou  of  the  west,  and  king  of 
France,  was  born  in  7-12  at  Saltzburg- 
i;i  Bavaria.  On  the  death  of  his  ra- 
ther, Pepin  the  Short,  in  /CS,  he  sr.c- 
ceeded  to  tlie  crown  in  conjunction 
with  his  brother  Carloman,  whose 
death  in  771  Itft  him  sole  monarch  of 
tlie  Franks.  He  was  eminent  for  his 
bravery  and  talents,  and  for  the  libe- 
rality with  which  he  patronized  lite- 
rature and  the  arts.  He  died  at  Aix- 
la-Chajjelle  in  814,  with  the  reputation 
of  being  the  most  ambitious  monarch, 
the  ablest  politician,  and  the  greatest 
V.  arrior  of  the  age. 


CLOVIS  I. 
Clovis,  Luduvoisc,  oi-  Louis,  the  son 
am!  successor  of  Childeric  I.,  king  of 
Batavia,  was  born  in  -lu7.  He  became 
professedly  a  convert  to  the  Christian 
faith,  and,  on  pretence  of  zeal  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Visigoths,  invaded 
their  territories,  of  which  a  consider- 
able portion  was  ceded  to  him.  By 
the  basest  means  he  succeeded  in 
reducing  the  independent  states  of 
Gaul  under  his  authority,  and  was 
at  length  acknowledged  king  of  all 
the  Franks.  He  died  at  Paris  (which 
he  had  made  his  capital)  in  511,  after 
a  reign  of  thirty  years. 


CHARLES  V, 
The  eldest  son  of  Philip,  archduke  of 
Austria,  was  born  at  Ghent  in  1500. 
On  the  death  of  his  grandfather  Fer- 
dinand, in  1516,  he  succeeded  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  three  years  af- 
terwards was  elected  emperor  of  Ger- 
many. Ilis  contests  with  Francis  I. 
of  Frar.ce,  who  had  been  a  compe- 
titor with  him  for  the  imperial  dig- 
nity, exercised  an  important  influence 
in  disturbing  the  peace  of  Europe. 
Towards  the  close  of  his   life   he  re- 


linquished the  cares  of  government, 
and  retired  to  a  convent,  where  lie 
died  in  15oS. 

ARCHBISHOP  CRANMER 
Was  born  at  Aslacton  in  Northamp- 
tonshire in  1489,  and  educated  at 
Cambridge.  By  his  superior  talents, 
and  persevering  diligence,  he  became 
mainly  instrumental  in  promoting  the 
Reformation  of  the  English  church, 
though  his  character  was  disgraced 
by  the  part  which  he  took  in  grati- 
fying the  base  passions  of  Henry,  and 
by  his  participation  iii  the  persecut- 
ing spirit  inseparable  from  bigotry, 
to  which  he  himself  became  a  victim. 
After  the  accession  of  Mary  he  was 
induced  bj'  fair  promises  to  recant  his 
opinions,  notwithstanding  which  he 
was  brouglit  to  the  stake,  March  21, 
1556.  His  noble  confession  and  his 
fortitude  at  the  hour  of  death  have 
thrown  a  lustre  around  his  memory 
which,  in  spite  of  his  weaknesses  and 
errors,  appears  to  have  been  merited. 


CALVIN. 

This  learned  and  pious  divine,  one 
of  the  most  eminent  of  the  continental 
reformers,  was  born  in  15WI,  in  Pi- 
cardy.  He  embraced  at  an  early  pe- 
riod the  Protestant  faith,  and  leaving 
France  settled  at  Basil,  wliere  he  pub- 
lished his  "  Institutes  of  the  Christian 
Religion."  He  subsequently  removed 
to  Geneva,  and  occupied  the  theolo- 
gical chair  in  that  city.  His  influence 
was  almost  absolute;  the  church  of 
Geneva  was  regulated  by  his  opinions, 
both  in  doctrines  and  discipline.  He 
died  in  1564.  The  peculiarities  of  his 
theological  creed  are  still  very  exten- 
sively received.  His  pitty  and  talents 
are  unquestionable;  but  his  character 
was  not  free  from  that  intolerant 
spirit  which  distinguished  even  the 
martyrs  to  papal  persecution. 
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COUTEZ. 
This  brave  but  blood-stained  con- 
queror was  born  of  a  noble  family  in 
1485.  lie  was  sent  to  Salamanca  to 
study  the  law ;  but,  preferring  a  mi- 
litary life,  entered  the  army.  The 
discovery  of  America  having  opened 
to  Spain  a  field  for  daring  enterprise, 
the  conquest  of  Mexico  was  projected, 
and  Cortez  was  entrusted  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  expedition.  His  success 
on  this  occasion,  though  ill  rewarded 
by  his  sovereign,  has  given  him  a 
high  rank  among  valiant  adventurers  ; 
but  his  unparalleled  barbarity  to  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  proves  him  to 
have  been  also  a  monster  of  cruelty. 
tie  died  in  1554. 

COLUMBUS, 
The  renowned  discoverer  of  the  Ame- 
rican continent,  was  a  Genoese  by 
descent,  and  born  in  1441.  His  early 
predilection  for  a  maritime  life  led 
to  fre'iueut  voyages  to  different  parts 
of  the  globe,  by  which  be  attained 
much  knowledge  of  astronomy,  cos- 
mography, and  practical  geometry. 
His  investigations  into  these  subjects, 
aided  by  his  residence  at  Lisbon,  gave 
rise  to  conjectures  respecting  the  exist- 
ence of  a  western  hemisphere,  which, 
after  much  perseverance,  he  succeeded 
in  discovering.  The  honour  of  naming 
the  newly-found  territory  was  how- 
ever surreptitiously  obtained  by  Ves- 
pacius,  a  subsequent  adventurer. 
Columbus  died  in  1506. 

CATIIEniNE, 
Daughter  of  lerdinand  of  Arragon, 
and  consort  of  Henry  VIII.,  was  born 
in  14S3.  In  1501  she  was  married  to 
Arthur,  prince  of  Wales,  who  dying 
five  months  afterwards,  she  was  con- 
tracted to  prince  Henry.  In  his  15th 
year  Henry  publicly  protested  against 
the  marrioge,  but  was  subsequently 
prevailed  upon  to  ratify  the  contract. 


and  on  his  accession  to  the  throne 
in  1509  Catherine  was  crowned  with 
him.  Her  amiable  and  affectionate 
deportment  was  however  insufficient 
to  secure  the  affections  of  this  capri- 
cious monarch,  who,  to  gratify  his 
passion  for  Anne  Boleyn,  affected 
scruples  as  to  the  legality  of  his  mar- 
riage, and  applied  to  Rome  for  a  di- 
vorce. The  conduct  of  the  pope  in 
this  affair  induced  Henry  to  throw  off 
the  papal  yoke,  and  the  sentence  of 
divorce  was  pronounced  by  archbishop 
Cranmer.  Catherine  afterwards  re- 
sided at  Kimbolton  castle  in  Hunting- 
donshire till  her  death,  which  took 
place  in  1536. 

COSMO  DE  MFDTCI. 
This  prince  was  born  in  1519,  and 
elected  chief  of  the  republic  of  Flo- 
rence on  the  death  of  Alexander.  In 
1569  he  received  from  pope  Pius  V. 
the  title  of  grand  duke  of  Tuscany, 
and  was  crowned  at  Rome.  He  is 
particularly  celebrated  for  his  liberal 
encouragement  of  literature  and  the 
line  arts.  He  died  in  1574,  after  a 
distinguished  reign  of  38  years. 

CHr.YSOSTOM, 
One  of  the  Christian  fathers,  so 
named  on  account  of  his  eloquence, 
was  born  about  the  year  344,  and  was 
educated  for  the  bar,  but  quitted  this 
profession  for  an  ascetic  life.  After 
spending  six  years  in  retirement,  he 
returned  to  Antioch,  where  he  gained 
such  reputation  for  his  piety  and 
oratorical  talents  that  he  was  at 
length  appointed  patriarch  of  Con- 
stantinople. He  however  incurred  the 
resentment  of  the  empress  Eudoxia, 
who  procured  his  deposition  and  ba- 
nishment. He  died  in  exile  in  407. 
His  writings  are  voluminous,  and 
much  esteemed  for  the  information 
they  contain  relative  to  the  customs 
and  manners  of  the  times. 
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DRYDEN, 
The  father  of  criticism,  and  the  great 
improver  of  English  versification,  was 
born  at  Aldwinkie,  Nortlsaniptonshire, 
in  1631.  Having  received  a  liberal 
education,  he  soon  began  to  cultivate 
poetry,  and  published  some  enco- 
miastic verses  on  the  death  of  Oliver 
Cromwell.  On  the  restoration  of  the 
monarchical  power,  in  1G60,  he,  with 
the  parasitical  spirit  natural  to  those 
who  intrigue  for  patronage,  exerted 
his  talents  in  eulogizing  the  new  sove- 
reign. This  soon  recommended  him 
to  royal  favour,  by  which  he  obtained 
the  appointment  of  poet-laureat.  He 
published  various  dramatic  pieces, 
which  stamped  him  as  the  first  poet 
of  the  ago,  tiiough  the  licentious  al- 
lusions with  which  they  abound  ex- 
pose him  to  the  severest  reprobation, 
fie  enjoyed  lugh  reputation  i'rom  that 
period  to  his  death,  which  occurred 
iu  1700.  His  curaerous  works  were 
unrivalled  for  merit  and  fame  during 
his  time,  and  still  continue  to  be 
highly  popular. 

DANTii. 
This  celebrated  Italian  poet  was  born 
in  litio.  His  genius  was  nurtured 
under  the  tuition  of  Brunetto  Latini, 
who  soon  discovered  in  his  pupil  in- 
dications of  precocious  talent,  which 
was  afterwards  exhibited  in  those 
works  that  have  immortalized  his 
name,  and  adorned  the  literature  of 
his  country.  He  took  part  iu  both 
militarj'  and  political  transactions, 
and  was  raised  to  posts  of  civil  dig- 
nity ;  but  the  prevalence  of  an  oppo- 
site faction  deprived  him  of  his  ho- 
nours, and  embittered  by  persecution 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died 
in  1321. 

ANNE   DACIER, 
A  LADY  of  great  literary  talents,  born 
in  1651  at  Saumur.     She  became  early 


distinguished  for  her  attachment  to 
Greek  and  Roman  literature  ;  and  at 
the  age  of  22  published  an  edition 
of  the  works  of  Callimachus,  which 
was  so  highly  esteemed  that  she  was 
engaged  as  an  editress  of  some  of  the 
classics  for  the  use  of  the  dauphin; 
but  the  patronage  of  royalty  was 
withheld  on  account  of  her  being 
a  Protestant.  She  was  married  in 
1(583  to  Andrew  Dacier,  who  was  him- 
self a  learned  and  indefatigable  man, 
and  in  conjunction  with  whom  she 
was  constantly  occupied  iu  literary 
pursuits.  Her  conduct  in  private  life 
was  highly  exemplary.  Her  death 
took  place  in  1/20.  Among  her  nu- 
merous works  translations  of  Homer, 
Anacreon,  Terence,  and  Sappho,  are 
most  conspicuous. 

LORD  DUNCAN, 
A  DISTINGUISHED  naval  officer,  born 
at  Lundie  in  Angusshire  in  IJ'Sl.  He 
entered  the  navy  at  an  early  age,  and 
in  his  .30th  jear  became  a  post-captain. 
He  distinguished  himself  at  the  siege 
of  the  Kavannah,  and  in  1779  shared 
in  the  victory  of  Admiral  Rodney  over 
the  Spaniards.  After  rising  gradually 
through  the  intermediate  ranks  he 
became  vice-admiral  of  the  white  in 
17U4.  His  subsequent  victory  over  a 
Dutch  squadron,  which  greatlj'  con- 
tributed to  the  naval  glory  of  his 
country,  was  rewarded  by  the  title  of 
viscount  and  a  pension  of  .£'2000  a 
year.     He  died  in  1S04. 

GERARD  DOW, 
A  CELEBKATBD  Dutch  painter,  born 
at  Leyden  in  1613.  The  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  of  his  paintings 
consists  in  their  uniting  a  peculiar 
delicacy  of  finish  with  the  most  bril- 
liant and  harmonious  colouring.  His 
fancy  subjects  surpass  those  of  every 
other  painter  of  the  Dutch  school. 
He  died  at  Leyden  in  1674. 
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DOMENICHINO, 
Or  Donienico  Zampieri,  an  eminent 
painter  of  the  Caracci  school,  born  at 
Ijologua  in  J581.  In  lively  representa- 
tion he  was  surpassed  by  few  painters, 
and  he  succeeded  equally  in  the  grand 
and  the  tender.  Under  the  pontifi- 
cate of  Gregory  XV.  he  was  made 
chief  architect  of  the  apostolical  pa- 
lace. His  life  was  however  greatly 
embittered  by  the  envy  which  his  su- 
perior merit  excited  in  his  contempo- 
raries. Among  the  finest  of  his  works 
are  The  Death  of  St.  Agnes,  and  The 
Cure  of  the  Demoniac  Boy.  He  died 
in  1641. 

ALBERT  DURER, 

A  •WELL-KNOWN  German  artist,  born 
at  Nuremberg  in  14/1.  His  father  was 
a  goldsmith ;  but  Albert,  evincing  a 
taste  for  design,  was  placed  with  a 
painter,  iii  whose  art,  as  well  as  in 
engraving,  he  soon  proved  a  great 
proficient.  He  was  also  versed  in 
anatomy,  architecture  a  ...  geometry. 
His  skill  in  engraving  is  displayed  by 
many  rare  specimens  in  the  cabiuets 
of  the  virtuosi  i  and  Nuremberg  and 
other  cities  are  enriched  by  the  pro- 
ductions of  his  pencil.  Th»  emperor 
Charles  V.  honoured  him  with  a  pa- 
tent of  nobility,  and  he  had  a  seat  in 
the  council  of  his  native  city,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1528.  From  the  air 
of  fidelity,  strength,  and  dignity,  with 
which  he  represented  nature,  Durer 
has  been  considered  as  the  Homer  of 
painting. 

LORD  DARNLEY. 
This  nobleman  is  remarkable  in  Scot- 
tish history  as  the  husband  of  Mary, 
daughter  of  James  V.,  and  afterwards 
queen  of  Scotland,  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  1505.  His  influence  with 
the   court  of  France   was    frequently 


advantageous  to  Marj',  in  prosecuting 
the  war  with  her  insurgent  subjects. 
His  death  took  place  in  156/,  under 
tragical  and  highly  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances; and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  his  consort  acquiesced  in  the  dia- 
bolical scheme  to  gratify  her  illicit 
passion  for  Bothwell. 


SIR  W.  DUGDALE. 
This  celebrated  antiquary  was  born 
in  1005,  at  Shustoke  in  Warwickshire; 
studied  at  Oxford,  and  soon  displayed 
his  peculiar  genius  by  laborious  anti- 
quarian researches,  the  result  of  which 
he  subsequently  gave  to  the  world. 
In  1644  he  was  appointed  Chester 
Herald,  and  at  the  Restoration  he 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
and  was  made  garter  principal  king 
at  arms.  He  died  in  1C86.  Among 
his  works,  which  are  numerous,  are 
the  "  Antiquities  of  Warwickshire," 
and  a  "  History  of  St.  Paul's  Ca- 
thedral." 


SIR  F.  DRAKE, 
The  first  English  circumnavigator, 
was  born  at  Tavistock  in  1546.  He 
commenced  a  maritime  life  under 
sir  John  Hawkins,  his  relative;  and 
conducted  several  expeditions  to  the 
western  hemisphere,  in  which  he  ob- 
tained considerable  booty.  He  also 
fought  under  the  earl  of  Essex  in 
Ireland.  In  15/7,  sailing  westward  to 
attack  the  Spaniards,  he  discovered 
and  took  possession  of  New  Albion, 
and  returned  across  the  Pacific  Ocean 
to  Britain.  Oueen  Elizabeth  knighted 
hini,  and  raised  him  to  the  post  of 
admiral.  Plymouth,  which  he  re- 
presented in  parliament,  is  indebted 
to  him  for  causing  the  town  to  be 
supplied  with  water  from  a  distance 
of  several  miles.  He  died  at  Nombre 
de  Dios  in  1596. 
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ERASMUS, 
A  LEARNED  writer,  born  in  1467  at 
Rotterdam.  He  was  educated  at  Da- 
venter,  till  the  death  of  his  parents, 
when  by  tlie  perfidy  of  his  guardians 
he  was  induced  to  enter  on  a  monastic 
life.  After  residing  some  years  in  his 
convent,  he  obtained  priest's  orders, 
and  became  preceptor  in  various  noble 
families.  He  travelled  extensively, 
and  published  many  erudite  works, 
which  raised  him  to  the  summit  of 
literary  fame.  On  visiting  England 
he  formed  an  intimacy  with  the  lite- 
rati of  the  day,  particularly  sir  Tho- 
nias  More,  with  whom  he  resided  for 
some  time  at  Chelsea.  His  death 
happened  in  153G.  Erasmus  himself 
professed  popery,  but  the  freedom 
with  which  he  satirized  the  monks 
excited  the  displeasure  of  the  Romish 
church,  and,  though  personally  hos- 
tile to  Luther,  he  certainly  paved  the 
way  for  the  innovations  of  that  fa- 
mous reformer. 

EULER. 
This  celebrated  mathematician  was 
born  in  1"07,  and  educated  at  Basil, 
under  John  Bernouilli.  He  resided 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  at  Berlin 
and  St.  Petersburgh,  whither  he  was 
iuvjted  respectively  by  Catherine  H. 
and  Frederick  the  Great.  He  died  in 
the  Russian  metropolis  in  178!.  The 
powers  of  his  mind  were  so  various, 
and  yet  so  profound,  that  he  has  been 
styled  the  Voltaire  of  mathematical 
science;  his  genius,  ever  fertile  and 
active,  was  evinced  bj'  numerous  vo- 
luminous works,  all  of  them  worthy 
of  their  great  author. 

PRINCE  EUGENE, 
A  DISTINGUISHED  military  com- 
mander, born  at  Paris  in  1663.  He 
was  intended  for  the  church,  but  soon 
quitted  his  studies  for  military  pur- 
suits.    Louis  XIV.  refusing   to   pro-  ) 


mote  him,  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  German  emperor,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  formidable  enemies  France 
ever  knew.  He  gained  numerous  vic- 
tories over  the  Franks;  and  during 
the  war  in  the  Netherlands  shared 
the  laurels  of  Marlborough  at  Blen- 
heim, Ramillies,  8cc.  He  died  tt 
Vienna  in  1736. 

EUCLID, 
One  of  the  most  eminent  mathema- 
ticians of  antiquity,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  a  native  of  Alexandria, 
and  born  about  B.C.  .'JOO.  He  esta- 
blished an  academy  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Egyptian  youth  in  geo- 
metry, which  continued  to  flourish 
till  the  conquest  of  that  country  by 
the  Saracens.  His  mathematical  ta- 
lents were  of  the  highest  order,  and 
it  is  to  him  that  we  are  indebted  for 
giving  a  systematic  form  to  the 
science,  particularly  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  geometry.  He  em- 
ployed himself  in  the  composition  of 
various  works,  the  principal  of  which, 
his  "  Elements  of  Geometry,"  still 
continues  a  standard  work  in  the  se- 
minaries of  learning,  and  will  no 
doubt  hand  down  his  name  to  the 
latest  posterity. 

EURIPIDES, 
This  celebrated  poet,  who,  with  iEs- 
chjlus  and  Sophocles,  occupies  the 
highest  rank  among  the  tragedians  of 
Greece,  was  born  B.  C.  4S0.  tie  was 
instructed  in  eloquence  and  ethical 
philosophy  by  Socrates  and  Anaxa- 
goras.  As  early  as  IS  years  of  age  he 
composed  various  dramatic  pieces; 
and  he  rapidly  attained  the  summit  of 
poetical  fame.  A  solitary  cavern  near 
Salamis  was  his  usual  resort  fur  me- 
ditatloi:  ;  and  there  he  is  said  to  have 
written  his  finest  compositions.  He 
died  B.C.  405.  His  poems  are  distin- 
guished bypathos  and  sublime  morality. 
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MELANCTIIOX, 
One  of  the  coadjutors  of  Luther  in 
the  German  reformation,  was  born  in 
1497.  His  real  name  was  Schwart- 
zade,  of  which,  like  Erasmus,  and 
other  learned  men,  he  assumed  the 
Greek  translation.  He  was  appointed 
Greek  professor  in  the  university  of 
Witteraberg,  where  he  cultivated  the 
acquaintance  and  embraced  the  doc- 
trines of  Luther.  To  the  spread  of 
Protestantism  he  powerfully  contri- 
buted, and  by  his  mild  conciliatory 
spirit  moderated  the  warm  impetuo- 
sity of  his  more  violent  friend.  He 
died  in  1560. 

DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH. 
This  illustrious  general  was  born  in 
Devonshire  in  1650.  At  the  age  of  16 
he  was  presented  with  an  ensigncy, 
and  distinguished  himself  at  the  siege 
of  Tangier.  He  was  patronized  by 
James  duke  of  York,  who,  on  coming 
to  the  throne,  raised  him  to  the  peer- 
age. He  joined  with  AVilliam  HI., 
from  whom  he  received  the  command 
of  the  army  in  the  Netherlands  ;  but, 
on  suspicion  of  treason,  he  was  dis- 
graced. His  subsequent  victories  in 
Anne's  reign,  by  which  he  humbled 
the  imperious  spirit  of  Louis  XIV., 
have  crowned  him  with  the  wreath  of 
imperishable  fame.     He  died  in  1722. 

MILTON. 
This  great  poet  was  born  in  London 
in  1608,  and  educated  at  St.  Paul's 
school,  and  also  at  Cambridge.  His 
talents  were  displayed  soon  after  quit- 
ting the  university  in  the  production  of 
Comus,  and  some  minor  pieces.  He 
visited  the  continent,  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  most  eminent  men 
of  the  age.  The  part  which  he  took 
in  the  civil  wars  is  well  known.  After 
the  Restoration  he  produced  his  im- 
mortal    "Paradise     Lost,''     which, 


though  comparatively  slighted  on  its 
first  appearance,  has  gained  its  au- 
thor a  successful  rivalry  with  the 
noblest  bards  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
He  died  in  1674. 

EARL  OF  MANSFIELD, 
Thb  fourth  son  of  viscount  Stormont, 
was  born  at  Perth  in  1705.  He  studied 
at  Oxford  and  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  was 
called  to  the  bar  in  1731.  He  held 
successively  the  offices  of  solicitor- 
general,  attorney-general,  and  chief 
justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  was 
raised  to  the  earldom  in  1776.  He 
united  strong  argumentative  powei-s 
with  great  legal  knowledge  and  fluent 
eloquence  ;  and,  though  a  partisan  of 
high  principles  of  government,  was 
decidedly  hostile  to  religious  persecu- 
tion. He  resigned  the  office  of  chief 
justiciary  in  1788,  and  died  in  1793. 

METASTASIO. 
An  eminent  Italian  poet,  born  at 
Rome  in  1698.  His  poetic  talents 
early  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
celebrated  Gravina,  who  took  him 
under  his  patronage,  and  at  his  death 
in  1713  left  him  the  whole  of  his  pro- 
perty. At  the  age  of  14  he  composed 
his  tragedy,  "  11  Giustino,"'  in  which 
he  is  considered  as  confining  himself 
too  closely  to  an  imitation  of  the  Gre- 
cian drama.  In  1730  he  was  invited 
by  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  where  he  held  the 
office  of  poet-laureat  for  upwards  of 
50  years.  The  empress  Maria  The- 
resa, and  Ferdinand  VI.  of  Spain, 
gave  him  distinguished  marks  of  their 
favour,  and  his  merits  were  highly 
apppreciated  by  the  critics  of  his 
time.  His  compositions  comprise  a 
great  number  of  tragic  operas,  and 
several  smaller  dramatic  pieces,  which 
have  been  set  to  music.  He  died  in 
1732. 
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MARGARET  OF  ANJOU, 
The  consort  of  Henry  VL  king  of 
England,  is  principally  remarkable 
on  the  page  of  history  for  her  mascu- 
line spirit,  and  the  boldness  of  her 
martial  enterprises.  She  was  born  in 
1425,  and  united  to  Henry  in  1443. 
On  the  civil  wars  breaking  out  be- 
tween the  Lancastrians  and  Yorkists, 
she  displayed  consummate  prudence 
and  skill  ;  mustered  forces,  and  fought 
several  battles  against  her  enemies. 
When  her  partizaus  succeeded  she 
ruled  the  cabinet,  and  when  defeated 
she  intrigued  with  continental  powers. 
After  a  turbulent  life  she  died  at  Sau- 
mur  in  1482. 


reinstated  in  his  office  in  the  follow- 
ing year.  He  subsequently  assisted 
to  expel  Mary  from  the  throne,  and 
was  elected  regent  of  the  kingdom  in 
15/2.  After  holding  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment for  six  j'ears  he  retired,  and 
in  1581  was  accused  as  an  accessory 
to  the  murder  of  lord  Darnley,  and, 
though  he  appears  to  have  been  in- 
nocent of  any  direct  participation  in 
the  crime,  he  was  condemned  to  the 
scaffold,  and  executed  by  the  machine 
called  the  Maiden,  introduced  by 
himself  into  Scotland. 


QUEEN  MARY, 
This  bigoted  princess,  whose  perse- 
cuting spirit  rendered  her  reign  the 
most  sanguinary  period  of  British 
history,  was  the  daughter  of  Henry 
VHI.,  by  Catherine  of  Arragon,  and 
born  in  1517.  On  her  accession,  in 
1553,  she  reversed  all  the  edicts  of 
Edward  VI.  in  favour  of  Protestantism, 
and  re-established  popery  in  all  its 
intolerance.  She  was  united  in  1554 
to  Philip  of  Spain,  son  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.,  who,  though  himself  a 
bigoted  Catholic,  was  disgusted  with 
her  thirst  of  blood,  and  soon  grew 
weary  of  a  consort  who  seemed  desti- 
tute of  a  single  amiable  quality.  The 
queen  died  in  1558. 


FOURTH  EARL  OF  MORTON. 
This  nobleman  is  memorable  in  Scot- 
tish history  as  the  chief  actor  in  the 
transactions  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Mary,  and  during  the  minority  of 
James  VL  He  was  appointed  lord 
high  chancellor  of  Scotland  in  1563. 
Having  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
murder  of  Rizzio  in  1566,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom,  but  was 


MARY  II. 
This  princess  was  born  in  1662,  and 
at  the  age  of  15  was  married  to  Wil- 
liam prince  of  Orange,  in  conjunction 
with  whom  she  was  raised  to  the 
throne  on  the  abdication  of  her  father 
James  II.  She  was  of  a  mild  and 
amiable  disposition,  and  interfered 
little  iu  matters  of  government  except 
in  the  absence  of  her  royal  consort. 
Her  death  was  occasioned  by  the 
small-pox  in  1694. 

MARY  OF  HUNGARY, 
Regent  of  the  Low  Countries,  and 
sister  of  Charles  V.  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, was  born  in  1.503,  aud  united 
in  1521  to  Lewis  king  of  Hungary. 
Upon  his  death,  ten  years  after,  she 
was  presented  by  her  brother  with  the 
government  of  the  Netherlands,  in 
which  capacity  she  was  eminently 
serviceable  to  his  interest,  by  her 
perpetual  annoyance  of  the  French 
monarch.  On  the  resignation  of  the 
crown  by  Charles  she  retired  into 
Spain,  where  she  died  in  1558.  Her 
political  sagacity  and  prudence  were 
great,  and  her  martial  courage  equally 
remarkable ;  but  she  appears  to  have 
been  comparatively  destitute  of  the 
more  amiable  qualities  which  are  the 
brightest  ornament  of  her  sex. 
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MARMONTEL. 
This  celebrated  French  writer  was 
born  at  Bort,  a  small  town  in  the 
Limosin,  in  1723,  and  educated  at 
the  Jesuits'  College  of  Mauriac.  In 
1745  he  went  to  Paris,  where  he  ob- 
tained high  reputation  and  emolu- 
ment, and  was  eventually  appointed 
historiographer  of  France,  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Royal  Academy.  Besides 
several  tragedies,  he  is  the  author  of 
"  Moral  Tales,"  "  Elements  of  Lite- 
rature," "  Memoirs"  of  his  own  life, 
and  other  works,  which  are  esteemed 
as  elegant  and  agreeable  compositions. 
He  died  in  1799. 

LORD  MONEODDO. 
This  learned  judge  was  descended 
from  the  ancient  Scottish  family  of 
Burnett,  of  Leys  in  Kincardineshire, 
and  was  born  at  Monboddo  in  1714. 
He  received  his  education  at  Aberdeen 
and  Groningen,  and  was  admitted  an 
advocate  in  the  Scottish  courts  in 
1738.  In  1767  he  was  raised  to  the 
bench,  and  received  the  title  of  lord 
Monboddo.  His  writings  display  con- 
siderable erudition  and  metaphysical 
skill,  while  they  contain  much  that 
is  extremely  whimsical.  The  most 
known  are  his  "  Ancient  Metaphy- 
sics," and  an  "  Essay  on  the  Origin 
and  Progress  of  Language,"  published 
in  1773.    His  death  took  place  in  1799. 

JOHN  BAPTIST  MOLIERE. 
A  French  comic  writer,  bom  at 
Paris  in  1622.  His  predilection  for 
the  drama  induced  him  to  abandon 
the  legal  profession,  for  which  he  had 
been  educated  ;  and  after  exerting  his 
talents  for  some  time  as  a  provincial 
actor  he  published  some  comic  pieces, 
which  introduced  him  to  the  patron- 
age of  Louis  XIV.  He  subsequently 
obtained  the  highest  celebrity  as  a 
dramatic  writer,  and  continued  to 
enjoy  the  favour  of  the  king  till  his 


death,  which  took  place  in  1673.     His 
works  have  passed  through  numerous 
editions,  of  which  the  most  splendid 
is  one  by  Dido,  in  6  vols.  4to.,  pub 
lished  in  1792. 

MOZART. 
This  wonderful  man,  who  shares 
with  Handel  an  undisputed  supremacy 
among  musical  performers,  was  born 
at  Saltzburg  in  1756.  His  talents 
began  very  early  to  display  them- 
selves ;  at  the  age  of  six  years  his 
performance  on  various  instruments 
excited  the  astonishment  of  all  Ger- 
many. He  subsequently  visited  France, 
Italy,  and  England,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  enthusiasm ; 
while  all  the  nations  of  Europe  who 
were  favoured  by  his  presence,  or 
heard  his  compositions,  conspired  to 
spread  and  celebrate  his  fame.  He 
died  in  1792,  at  the  court  of  the  em- 
peror Joseph  II.,  in  whose  family  he 
had  been  an  inmate  from  childhood, 
and  who  continued  through  the  whole 
of  his  life  his  steady  and  munificent 
patron.  His  operas,  twelve  in  num- 
ber, claim  the  highest  rank  among 
musical  compositions. 

MACPHERSON, 
A  Scotch  writer,  born  at  Kingussie, 
in  Invernesshire,  in  1738.  In  1760  he 
published  "  Fragments  of  Ancient 
Poetrj'  collected  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,"  which  were  so  well  re- 
ceived that  he  was  encouraged  to 
extend  his  researches,  and  subse- 
quently published  the  "  Poems  of  Os- 
sian."  At  a  later  period  he  translated 
the  Iliad  into  Ossianic  prose,  and 
wrote  a  "  History  of  Great  Britain," 
and  other  works.  He  also  employed 
his  pen  in  vindication  of  the  measures 
of  government  against  the  Americans, 
for  which  he  was  rewarded  by  the 
appointment  of  agent  to  the  nabob  of 
Arcot.     He  died  in  1795. 
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MERCATOR, 
An  eminent  Uutch  geographer,  boru 
at  Rupelmonde  in  1512.  The  mode 
of  projection  on  marine  charts  which 
bears  his  name  is  said  to  have  been 
the  invention  of  Mr.  Wright  an  Eng- 
lishman ;  but  he  is  the  author  of  that 
part  of  navigation  called  "  Mercator's 
Sailing,"  and  of  several  works  on  geo- 
graphy and  chronology,  as  well  as 
some  theological  pieces.  His  death 
took  place  in,  1594. 

MAGELLAN, 
The  discoverer  of  the  straits  which 
bear  his  name,  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  America,  was  a  native  of 
Portugal.  After  distinguishing  him- 
self under  Albuquerque  in  the  con- 
quest of  India,  he  entered  into  the 
Spanish  service,  and  was  appointed 
to  command  the  fleet  destined  to  at- 
tempt a  westward  passage  to  the  Mo- 
luccas, in  which  he  was  successful. 
He  afterwards  took  possession  of  the 
Philippine  Islands  in  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Spain,  but  was  unfortunately 
slain  in  a  skirmish  with  the  natives 
in  1520,  when  only  IS  of  his  men 
escaped  with  one  vessel,  which  after 
sailing  round  the  world  reached  Se- 
ville in  1.521. 

MARQUIS  OF  MONTROSE. 
One  of  the  most  zealous  and  perse- 
vering partisans  of  Charles  I.  He 
served  in  the  Scotch  guards  in  France, 
and  on  his  return  to  Scotland  joined 
the  covenanters,  but  becoming  dis- 
gusted with  their  proceedings  he  soon 
after  joined  the  standard  of  Charles  1., 
and  signalized  himself  at  the  battles 
of  Perth,  Aberdeen,  and  Inverloch^'. 
He  was  at  length  defeated  by  general 
Leslie,  and  on  the  ruin  of  the  royal 
cause  retired  to  the  Hague.  In  16-19 
lie  repaired  to  Scotland  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  an  insurrection  in  fa- 
vour of  Charles  II.,  but  was  eventu- 


ally taken  prisoner  and  executed   at 
Edinburgh  in  1650. 

MACHIAVEL, 
A  CELEBRATED  Italian  writer,  was 
boru  at  Florence  in  1469.  His  ex- 
traction was  noble,  and  his  education 
such  as  qualitied  him  for  future  po- 
litical eminence.  He  attained  the 
dignity  of  chancellor,  and  was  also 
appointed,  shortly  after,  secretary  to 
the  republic  of  his  native  city.  During 
his  enjoyment  of  these  honours  he 
was  employed  in  various  diplomatic 
missions,  in  which  he  displayed  con- 
siderable abilities  ;  but  on  the  return 
of  the  opposite  party  to  power  he 
was  deprived  of  his  post.  He  was 
patronized  however  by  Leo  X.,  to 
whom  his  talents  proved  highly  ad- 
vantageous, and  continued  at  Rome 
till  his  death  in  1527.  His  chief  work, 
"The  Prince,"  has  been  highly  cen- 
sured for  the  vicious  maxims  which 
it  contains,  though  some  have  doubted 
whether  the  author  might  not  have 
intended  in  its  composition  to  convey 
an  ironical  satire  upon  despotism. 

PETER  MARTYR. 
This  celebrated  reformer,  whose  real 
name  was  Vermigli,  was  a  native  of 
Florence,  where  he  was  born  in  1500. 
He  was  educated  in  the  principles  of 
the  Romish  church,  became  an  Au- 
gustine monk,  and  was  appointed  jnrior 
of  St.  Fridian's  at  Lucca;  but,  em- 
bracing the  Protestant  faith,  he  was 
compelled  to  quit  his  native  country 
to  avoid  persecution.  He  took  refuge 
at  Strasburgh,  where  he  was  for  some 
time  professor  of  divinity.  He  was 
subsequently  invited  to  occupy  the 
professor's  chair  in  the  university  of 
Oxford,  but  on  the  accession  of  quean 
Mary  he  retired  to  Zurich,  where  he 
died  in  1562,  leaving  several  contro- 
versial works,  and  commentaries  on 
various  parts  of  Scripture. 
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EARL  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 
Spenckh,  the  second  earl  of  North- 
ampton, distinguished  himself  bj-  his 
unwavering  fidelity  to  the  interests 
of  Charles  I,  After  serving  his  royal 
master  as  his  minister  and  ambas- 
sador, he  took  up  arms  in  his  de- 
fence, and  brought  into  the  field  a 
well-disciplined  force  of  not  fewer  than 
2000  men,  with  part  of  which  he  ob- 
tained a  decided  victory  over  Sir  John 
Gell,  near  Stafford,  in  1642.  His 
horse  being  however  killed  under  him, 
he  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who 
offered  to  spare  his  life,  but  he  re- 
fused to  receive  quarter  from  those 
whom  he  considered  as  base  rogues 
and  rebels,  and  was  consequently 
slain.  Three  of  his  sons  served  under 
him  in  this  battle. 

EARL  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Algernon,  10th  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, was  one  of  the  privy-council 
of  Charles  I.,  whom  he  attended  into 
Scotland  in  1633,  in  order  to  his  co- 
ronation. In  1636  he  commanded  a 
royal  fleet  of  60  sail,  which  destroyed 
the  Dutch  busses  that  were  fishing  on 
our  coast,  and  in  the  following  year 
was  appointed  lord  high  admiral  of 
England.  He  subsequently  espoused 
the  parliamentary  cause,  and  assisted 
in  overthrowing  the  monarchy,  though 
he  opposed  the  more  violent  mea- 
sures of  the  popular  party,  and  after- 
wards favoured  the  Restoration.  He 
died  in  1668. 

DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
This  ambitious  nobleman  was  the 
son  of  Dudley,  the  ill-fated  minister 
who  was  sacrificed  to  popular  indig- 
nation on  the  accession  of  Henry 
VIII.  Having  afterwards  restored 
young  Dudley's  blood  bj-  act  of  par- 
liament, Henrj'  employed  him  in  va- 
rious services,  and  eventually  raised 
him  to  the  dignity  of  viscount  Lisle, 


conferred  on  him  the  ofl^ce  of  ad- 
miral, and  appointed  him  one  of  the 
sixteen  executors  of  his  will.  During 
the  short  reign  of  Edward  VI.  he  made 
further  progress  in  power  and  autho- 
rity, was  created  earl  of  Warwick,  and 
finally  dignified  with  the  title  of  duke 
of  Northumberland.  His  ambitious 
course  terminated  however  in  the  ruin 
of  himself  and  his  family.  Having 
attempted  on  the  death  of  Edward 
to  place  the  crown  on  the  head  of  his 
daughter-in-law,  lady  Jane  Grey,  he 
was  beheaded  immediately  after  the 
accession  of  queen  Mary  in  1553. 

SIR  JOHN  N0RRI3, 
A  CELEBRATED  naval  commandetj 
and  second  son  of  Henry  lord  Norris, 
was  born  in  IG/l.  He  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  battle  of 
Beachy  Head  in  1690,  and  was  ap- 
pointed commander  of  the  Pelican 
fire-ship,  from  which  he  was  gra- 
dually raised  to  the  highest  posts  in 
the  navy ;  and  after  sixty  years  of 
active  and  honourable  service  he  died 
at  sea  in  1749. 

LORD  NAPIER 
Thi8  celebrated  mathematician  was 
a  Scotch  peer  by  descent,  and  born 
in  1550.     He  received  his  education  at 
St.  Andrews,  and  still  further  to  en- 
rich his  mind  made  the  tour  of  France, 
Italy,  and   the  German  empire.     On 
his  return  to  Britain  he  devoted  him- 
self wholly  to  the  study  of  theology 
and   the  mathematics,   although  had 
he  chosen  a  more  public  life  his  high 
rank    and   intellectual   powers  would 
have  ensured  him  distinguished  fame. 
He   died   in    1617.     The  celebrity   of 
Napier  is  justified  by  his  invention  of 
logarithms,  given  to  the  world  in  1614. 
I    He    also    published     a    work     called 
I   "  Rhabdology,  or  a  Treatise  on  Rods," 
'   and  a  "  Comment  on  the  Book  of  the 
1   Revelation." 
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DUKE  OF  NEWCASTLE. 
This  illustrious  statesman,  who  for 
a  long  time  took  the  lead  in  public 
aftairs,  was  the  son  of  Thomas  lord 
Pelham,  and  was  born  in  1603.  In 
171s  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners to  sign  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance between  Britain,  Austria,  and 
France;  and  in  the  following  year 
was  declared  one  of  the  lords  justices 
for  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment during  the  king's  absence.  He 
became  xirincipal  secretary  of  state  in 
1724,  and  in  17o6  was  created  duke  of 
Newcastle.     He  died  in  1763. 

EARL  OF  NOTTINGHAM. 
LonD  Heueage  Finch,  a  descendant 
of  the  VViiichclsea  family,  was  born 
in  1621,  and  educated  at  Westminster 
school  and  Christ  Church  Oxford, 
whence  he  removed  to  the  Inner 
Temple.  He  obtained  considerable 
reputation  in  his  profession,  and  on 
tile  Restoration  was  appointed  soli- 
citor-general, in  which  capacity  he 
conducted  with  zeal  and  ability  the 
prosecution  against  the  regicides.  He 
subsequently  rose  through  the  grada- 
tions of  office  to  the  post  of  lord 
keeper  of  the  great  seal  in  1673,  and 
two  years  afterwards  to  that  of  lord 
high  chancellor.  In  1681  he  was  created 
carl  of  Nottingham,  but  died  in  the 
following  year. 

SIR  ISAAC  NEWTON, 
The  most  celebrated  philosopher  of 
ancient  or  modern  times,  was  born  at 
Woolstrope  in  Lincolnshire  in  164-, 
and  educated  at  Cambridge,  where  in 
1669  he  was  appointed  to  the  profes- 
sorship of  mathematics.  During  his 
residence  at  Cambridge  he  made  his 
three  great  discoveries  of  fluxions, 
the  nature  of  light  and  colours,  and 
the  laws  of  gravitation,  to  the  latter 
ol  which  he  was  led  by  seeing  an 
apple   fall   from    a   tree.      His  great 


work,  the  "  Principia,"  was  pub- 
lished in  1687.  He  was  subse.juently 
chosen  president  of  the  Royal  Society, 
and  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood in  1705.  Besides  his  philoso- 
phical works,  he  is  the  author  of 
some  theological  pieces,  which  evince 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
volume  of  inspiration,  and  a  high 
veneration  for  its  authority.  He  died 
in  1727. 

LORD  NORTH. 
This  statesman,  rendered  obnoxious 
by  his  measures  during  the  American 
war,  was  born  in  1732,  and  educated 
at  Eton  and  Oxford.  He  commenced 
his  political  career  as  a  partisan  of 
different  administrations,  and  in  1770 
was  elevated  to  the  premiership,  in 
which  capacity  he  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  promotion  of  measures 
which  gave  rise  to  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  co- 
lonies In  1782  he  resigned,  and, 
except  for  a  few  months,  never  re- 
sumed office.     He  died  in  1792. 

LORD  NELSON. 
This  tmrivalled  naval  commander 
was  the  son  of  a  clergyman  in  Nor- 
folk, and  was  born  in  1758.  He  entered 
the  navy  at  the  age  of  12  years,  and 
in  1779  was  made  post-captain  and 
commander  of  a  frigate.  He  signa- 
lized himself  in  several  actions,  and 
gained  the  reputation  of  a  skilful  sea- 
man ;  but  during  the  French  war  his 
abilities  broke  out  in  new  and  bril- 
liant lustre.  The  sieges  of  Bastea  and 
Calvi,  the  victories  of  St.  Vincent, 
Aboukir,  and  Copenhagen,  placed  his 
name  in  the  foremost  rank  of  British 
naval  heroes.  The  engagement  off 
Trafalgar  in  180.5  considerably  checked 
the  progress  of  Buonaparte ;  but  the 
hero  of  the  day  perished  in  the  arms 
of  victory,  universally  lamented  by 
his  country. 
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SIR  JOHN  OLDCASTLE, 
Lord  Cobhara,  a  nobleman  of  great 
valour  and  military  talents,  who  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  persecuted 
Lollards  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V, 
The  archbishop  of  Canterbury  having 
represented  to  Henry  the  necessity  of 
making  him  a  victim  of  ecclesiastical 
severity,  in  order  to  check  the  pro- 
gress of  the  sect,  that  monarch  first 
endeavoured  by  expostulation  to  re- 
concile him  to  the  Catholic  faith  ;  but, 
being  resolute  in  his  religious  senti- 
ments, he  was  tried  and  condcnned 
to  the  flames.  He  however  escaped 
from  the  tower,  and,  according  to 
some  historians,  aroused  the  party  to 
attempt  the  destruction  of  their  per- 
secutors. Certain  it  is  that  Cobham 
was  taken  four  years  afterwards, 
banged  as  a  traitor,  and  his  body 
burnt  in  execution  of  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced on  him  as  a  heretic,  in  1417' 

OTWAY, 
A  -WELL-KNOWN  tragic  poet,  was 
bora  in  1651  at  Trottin  in  Sussex. 
Winchester  and  Oxford  were  the 
places  of  his  education.  He  tried  a 
military  life,  and  by  the  interest  of 
lord  Plymouth  obtained  a  commis- 
sion ;  but  after  the  first  campaign 
quitted  the  profession  of  arms,  and 
began  to  write  for  the  stage.  His 
tragedy  of  "  Alcibiades  ''  appeared 
in  1675 ;  it  was  followed  bj'  the  \ 
*'  Orphan,"  and  "  Venice  Preserved," 
which  gained  him  high  reputation, 
but  did  not  secure  him  from  the 
horrors  of  pining  want.  He  died  in 
16S5. 

OP  IE, 
A  MODERN  painter  of  eminence,  bom 
at  St.  Agnes,  near  Truro,  in  Corn- 
wall, ia  1/61  He  was  ihe  son  of  a 
carpenter,  to  which  business  he  was 
to  have  been  brought  up ;  but  his 
talent  for   drawing   having  attracted 


the  notice  of  Dr.  Wolcot,  he  was  re- 
commended to  the  patronage  of  lord 
Bateman  in  1777.  In  17S0  he  settled 
in  London,  where  his  abilities  pro- 
cured him  both  reputation  and  emo- 
lument. His  death  took  place  in 
1807.  He  is  the  author  of  a  memoir 
of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

EARL  OF  ORFOP.D. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  born  in  1676 
at  Houghton  in  Norfolk,  and  edu- 
cated at  Eton  and  Cambridge.  He 
distinguished  himself  in  the  senate 
as  a  zealous  partisan  of  the  whigs  in 
Anne's  reign,  and  after  occupying 
various  oflicial  situations  was  made 
prime  ministei-,  which  office  he  sus- 
tained for  22  years,  notwithstanding 
a  vigorous  and  talented  opposition. 
At  length  he  was  compelled  by  the 
strength  of  popular  feeling  to  resign, 
and  on  retiring  was  created  earl  of 
Orford  in  17-12.  He  died  in  1745. 
His  administration  was  generally  pro- 
ductive of  peace  and  prosperity  to 
the  nation;  but  his  ministerial  suc- 
cess seems  to  have  resulted  chiefly 
from  intrigue. 

OUGHTRED, 
A  CELEBRATED  mathematician,  was 
born  in  157-t  at  Eton,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education,  as  also  at  the 
university  of  Cambridge.  He  took 
orders,  and  was  presented  with  the 
living  of  Shalford  in  Surrey,  which 
he  afterwards  exchanged  for  that  of 
Albury  in  the  same  county.  He  lived 
to  an  advanced  age ;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  joyful  emotions  with  which 
he  heard  of  the  restoration  of  Charles 
II.  overpowered  his  feeble  frame,  and 
occasioned  a  speedy  dissolution.  He 
is  the  author  of  several  mathematical 
works,  among  which  are  a  "Treatise  on 
Trigonometry,"  another  on  "Arith- 
metic," and  miscellaneous  mathema- 
tical tracts. 
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DR.  PRIDEAUX, 
The  author  of  a  standard  work  on 
the  connection  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  which  is  considered  in- 
dispensable to  the  Biblical  student, 
was  born  at  Padstovv  in  Cornwall  in 
1648,  and  educated  r.nder  Dr.  Bushy 
at  Westminster  anJ  at  Christ  Church 
Oxford.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
deanery  of  Norwich,  in  which  city 
he  died  in  1724.  His  great  work 
comprises  a  mass  of  accurate  in- 
formation on  every  topic  of  Jewish 
history  and  antiquities,  and  on  all 
the  links  which  connected  that  people 
with  the  surrounding  nations.  Among 
his  other  productions  are  the  "  Life  of 
Mahomet,"  which  has  passed  through 
several  editions,  and  a  work  on  the 
"  Original  Right  of  Tithes." 

DU  PIN, 
A  LEABNKD  French  writer,  born  in 
Normandy  in  1637-  He  became  a 
doctor  of  the  Sorbonue  and  professor 
of  divinity  in  the  Royal  College.  The 
liberality  of  his  opinions  however  was 
not  relished  by  his  church,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  much  persecution.  His 
great  work,  the  "  Bibliotheque,"  be- 
sides being  an  excellent  history  of  the 
church,  comprises  almost  every  thing 
ef  importance  relative  to  the  ancient 
theological  writers,  with  judicious 
criticisms  on  their  works.  Among 
his  other  writings,  which  are  nume- 
rous, is  "  A  Complete  Method  of 
Studying  Divinity,"  which,  consi- 
dered as  the  production  of  a  Catholic, 
is  a  candid  and  respectable  work. 
His  death  took  place  in  1719- 

PUFFEXDOnF, 
An  eminent  historian  and  moral  phi- 
losophet,  was  born  in  Saxony  in  1632. 
Leipsic  and  Jena  were  the  places  of 
his  education.  He  was  patronized  at 
diiJerent   periods   by   Charles   XI.   of 


Sweden,  and  the  electoral  princes  of 
Brandenburg  and  the  Palatinate,  and 
continued  actively  engaged  in  philo- 
sophical and  political  pursuits  till  his 
death,  which  happened  in  1694.  His 
principal  works  are  "  Ihe  Law  of 
Nature  and  Nations ;"  "  The  Ele- 
ments of  Jurisprudence  ;"  "  The  State 
of  the  German  FCmpire;"  "  Commen- 
taries on  Swedish  Affairs,"  and  me- 
moirs of  Scanderbeg,  Giistavus  Adol- 
phus,  and  Frederic  HI.  of  Branden- 
burg. 

MATTHEW  PARIS, 
An  English  historian,  of  whose  life 
few  particulars  have  been  transmitted, 
but  whose  works  prove  him  to  have 
been  a  man  of  extraordinary  know- 
ledge for  the  period  in  which  he 
lived.  In  1217  he  entered  the  order 
of  Benedictine  monks  of  St.  Alban's. 
Henry  III.,  who  entertained  a  high 
opinion  of  his  talents  and  integrity, 
employed  him  to  write  a  history  of 
his  reign.  He  died  at  St.  Albans  in 
1259.  Besides  several  other  produc- 
tions, he  is  the  author  of  a  history  of 
England  from  the  Conquest  to  the 
close  of  Henry  III.,  which  is  consi- 
dered an  iLipartial  and  valuable  work. 

PARKHURST, 
An  eminent  Hebrew  scholar,  and  a 
divine  of  the  church  of  England,  was 
born  at  Catesby  in  Northamptonshire 
in  1728,  and  educated  at  Rugby  school, 
and  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge.  His 
Hebrew  and  Greek  Lexicons  com- 
prise an  invaluable  fund  of  sacred 
criticism,  and  the  elevated  tone  of 
piety  which  pervades  them  is  only 
equalled  by  their  learning  and  ac- 
curacy. Parkhuist  is  likewise  the 
author  of  a  work  on  the  "  Pre-exist- 
ence  and  Divinity  of  Christ,"  and  an 
"  Address  to  Vl'esley."  His  death 
look  place  in  1797. 
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PETEn  THE  GREAT, 
Czar  of  Muscovy,  and  first  emperor 
oi  Russia,  was  born  in  1672.  On  his 
accession  to  the  throne  in  169f>  he 
began  to  execute  the  most  splendid 
schemes  for  the  civilization  and  im- 
provement of  his  empire.  He  tra- 
velled through  Europe  in  order  lo  ac- 
quire political  knowledge,  and  also  to 
learn  the  art  of  ship-building.  On 
his  return  he  reformed  by  his  example 
and  authority  the  barbarous  manners 
of  his  subjects,  founded  colleges,  to 
which  were  Invited  the  learned  of  all 
nation',  and  established  by  degrees  a 
powerful  navy.  The  extravagant  au- 
thority of  the  priests  was  also  checked 
by  his  vigorous  measures.  His  wars 
with  Sweden  added  several  provinces 
to  the  empire.     lie  died  in  1725. 

POPE, 
A  HIGHLY  celebrated  poet,  born  in 
London  in  1633.  He  composed  in 
his  tenth  year  a  dramatic  poem,  and 
at  sixteen  published  his  famous  pas- 
torals, which  introduced  him  to  the 
friendship  and  patronage  of  the  great. 
These  were  followed,  at  a  maturer 
age,  by  "  \\  indsor  Forest,"  "  Rape 
of  the  Lock,"  "  Temple  of  Fame," 
and  other  pieces,  all  of  which  were 
eagerly  received  by  the  public,  and 
have  excited  the  general  applause  of 
posterity.  Of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey 
he  produced  a  translation  which  for 
elegance  of  language,  and  harmony 
of  versification,  can  never  be  sur- 
passed.    He  died  in  1744. 

CATHERINE  PARB, 
The  sixth  wife  of  Henry  VHI.,  was 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Karr  of  Kendal.  She  had  twice  been 
left  a  widow  when  she  attracted  the 
notice  and  admiration  ol  Henry,  to 
whom  she  was  united  in  \CAi.  She 
was  a  woman  of  good  understanding, 
and    zealously    attached    to    the    re- 


formed religion,  for  which  she  had 
well  nigh  paid  the  forfeit  of  her  life. 
Bishop  Gardiner  and  others  of  the 
popish  faction  prevailed  upon  the 
king  to  sign  a  warrant  for  her  com- 
mittal to  the  tower ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  Catherine,  who  had  been  acci- 
dentally apprised  of  her  danger,  con- 
ducted herself  with  such  prudence 
and  address  as  completely  to  regain 
his  confidence,  and  the  malice  of  her 
enemies  recoiled  upon  themselves. 
After  the  death  of  Henry,  Catherine 
was  married  to  admiral  Seymour, 
uncle  to  Edward  VI.   She  died  in  1543. 


PURCELL, 
This  celebrated  composer  was  born 
in  1653.  His  musical  talents  were 
such  that  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
was  appointed  organist  of  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  and  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod filled  the  same  office  at  the  chapel 
royal  S  ,.  James's.  His  musical  works 
are  highly  esteemed,  and  comprise 
"  Orpheus  Britannicus,"  •'  Iliocle- 
sian,"  anthems,  sonatas,  tkc.  He  diet! 
in  1695.  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Busby 
he  "  shone  not  more  by  the  greatness 
than  the  diversity,  by  the  diversity 
than  the  originality  of  his  talents." 


PARNEIL, 
A  DiTiNK  and  poet,  born  in  Dublin 
in  16/9.  He  was  successively  arch- 
deacon of  Clogher,  prebendary  of 
Dublin,  and  vicar  of  Finglass.  His 
poems  are  not  numerous,  but  will 
always  please  the  lovers  of  meiody 
and  elegance  in  composition.  Dr. 
Johnson  says,  "  His  praise  must  be 
derived  from  *he  easy  sweetness  of 
his  diction ;  in  his  verses  there  is 
more  happiness  than  pains:  he  is 
sprightly  without  effort,  and  always 
delights,  though  he  never  ravishes : 
every  thing  seems  proper;  yet  every 
thing  seems  casual."     He  died  in  1717. 
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SPENCER  PERCEVAL. 
TuK  memory  of  this  statesman  is 
preserved  in  British  history  rather  bj- 
the  melancholy  circumstances  wiiich 
attended  his  death  than  by  the  splen- 
dour of  his  political  career,  though, 
had  his  life  been  prolonged,  his  se- 
natorial abilities  would  doubtless  have 
ranked  him  with  the  most  illustrious 
individuals  of  the  age.  He  was  in- 
troduced to  the  cabinet  as  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  in  ISOfi,  and  in  1810 
was  raised  to  the  premiership.  This 
dignity  however  he  enjoj-eJ  only  a 
few  months,  being  mortally  wounded 
by  Bellingham,  in  April  1811,  while 
entering  the  House  of  Commons.  His 
death  excited  the  general  sympathy 
of  the  nation. 

PORSON, 
An  eminent  Greek  scholar,  born  at 
East  Ruston  in  Norfolk  in  17o9,  and 
educated  at  Eton  and  Cambridge, 
where  he  became  professor  of  Greek 
in  1793.  He  was  afterwards  librarian 
to  the  London  Institution,  and  died 
in  1803.  Person's  "  Letters  to  Arch- 
deacon Travers,"  on  the  authority  of 
the  disputed  text,  IJohn  v.  7,  8,  dis- 
plaj'profound  learning,  combined  with 
great  argumentive  powers,  though  the 
spirit  in  which  they  are  written  is  by 
no  means  amiable:  the  preface,  which 
is  of  considerable  length,  contains 
some  admirable  remarks  on  Gibbon. 
Among  his  other  works  are  eilitions 
of  ^schylus,  and  some  of  the  plays 
of  Euripides,  with  critical  notes. 

PA LEY. 
This  eir.'r'ent  moral  philosopher  was 
bom  in  1/45  at  Peterborough,  and 
studied  at  Cambridge.  Having  en- 
tered into  orders,  he  was  presented 
to  various  livings,  and  rose  at  length 
to  be  subdean  of  Lincoln,  and  chan- 
cellor of  Carlisle.  He  died  in  ISUo. 
His  various  works    prove    the    labo- 


rious study  and  deep  erudition  of 
their  author.  His  "  Evidences  of 
Christianity"  is  a  standard  work,  to 
which  the  "  Horce  Paulinae"  forms 
an  interesting  and  valuable  appen- 
dage ;  while  his  "Moral  and  Political 
Philosophy"  is  calculated  to  charm 
and  instruct  every  mind. 

POUSSTN, 
A  FAMOUS  French  painter,  was  born 
in  1594  at  Andelys  in  Normandy.  He 
received  instruction  in  the  art  from 
Naim,  Elle,  and  others  ;  but  nature 
herself,  by  whom  he  had  been  gifted 
with  splendid  abilities,  became  at 
length  his  principal  teacher.  He  im- 
proved his  taste  by  visiting  Rome, 
and  studying  the  works  of  the  first 
masters  in  painting  and  sculpture. 
The  fr.me  of  his  talents  induced  Louis 
XIll.  to  invite  him  to  Paris,  where 
he  enjoyed  a  pension,  and  resided  in 
the  royal  palace.  He  died  in  16f!5  at 
Rome.  Poussin  excelled  particularly 
in  landscapes:  his  performances  are 
numerous  and  much  admired. 

WILLIAM  PITT, 
One  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  mo- 
dern times,  was  born  in  1759,  and 
educated  at  Pembroke  Hall,  Oxford. 
His  father,  the  great  Lord  Chatham, 
studied  to  form  his  mind  to  self- 
possession  and  public  speaking,  by 
which  was  nurtured  the  germ  of  that 
splendid  eloquence  which  distinguish- 
ed the  future  statesman.  He  entered 
parliamfnt  in  1781,  and  in  1783  was 
raised  to  the  premiership,  which  office 
he  held,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
period  of  retirement,  till  his  death  in 
1S06.  His  talents  for  finance  were 
great,  and  his  oratorical  powers  only 
rivalled  by  Fox  his  celebrated  oppo- 
nent ;  but  the  general  tendency  of  bis 
measures  was  much  questioned  by  the 
popular  party,  and  is  still  the  subject 
of  frequent  disputation. 
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PEARSON, 
Aj*  eminent  English  prelate,  born  at 
Snoring  in  Norfolk  in  1612,  and  edu- 
cated at  Eton  and  Cambridge.  He 
obtained  various  preferments,  among 
which  were  the  prebend  of  Ely  and 
archdeaconry  of  Surrey,  was  at  length 
raised  to  the  bishopric  of  Chester  in 
1673,  and  died  in  16S6.  His  "  Expo- 
sition of  the  Creed"  is  a  valuable  and 
learned  work,  embracing  a  complete 
system  of  theology  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  biblical  criticism. 

EATIL  OF  PETERBOROITCH, 
A  FAMOtJS  military  commander,  was 
the  son  of  Lord  Mordaunt,  and  born 
in  1653.  Having  chosen  the  profes- 
sion of  arms,  he  signalized  himself  at 
the  siege  of  Tangier  in  1680 ;  and  in 
1705,  being  invested  with  the  supreme 
command  of  queen  Anne's  forces  in 
Spain,  he  gained  several  splendid  vic- 
tories. At  the  Revolution  he  was 
created  earl  of  Monmouth  ;  and  for  his 
services  in  the  Spanish  war  appointed 
generalissimo  of  the  forces  of  the 
German  emperor.     He  died  in  1735. 

PRIOR, 
An  English  poet  of  considerable  ce- 
lebrity, was  born  in  1664,  and  edu- 
cated at  Westminster  and  Cambridge. 
He  found  a  generous  friend  in  lord 
Dorset,  himself  a  poet,  and  the  mu- 
nificent patron  of  literature.  He  was 
sent  in  1691  to  the  Hague,  in  an  offi- 
cial capacity  under  government ;  and, 
rising  by  degrees  in  the  royal  favour, 
was  appointed  ambassador  to  the 
court  of  France.  He  was  however 
rendered  obnoxious  on  the  accession 
of  George  I.  by  his  share  in  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  was  deprived  of  his  post, 
and  threatened  with  impeachment. 
He  died  in  1721.  His  works  are  dis- 
tinguished by  elegance  and  harmony 
of  diction,  and  are  entitled  to  a  high 
rank  among  the  poems  of  his  day. 


PIZARRO, 
The  conqueror  of  Peru,  was  the  ille- 
gitimate son  of  a  gentleman  of  Trux 
illo,  where  he  was  born  in  1475.     A 
an  early  age   he   ran   away    from   h 
father,   by  whom   he   had   been   em 
ployed   in   the   most  menial  occupa 
tions,  and  entering  the  army  distin 
guished  himself  under  Nunez  de  Alboa 
In   1524   he  embarked  with  Almagro 
and  other  adventurers,   and,  having 
discovered  the  coast  of  Peru,  he  re- 
turned to  Spain  and  obtained  a  com- 
mission to  attempt   the   conquest   of 
that    country,    which    by    means   of 
treachery   and   cruelty  he   at   length 
achieved.     In  1535  he  laid  the  founda- 
tion   of   Lima.     His   prosperity  was 
however  of  short  continuance  ;  for  in 
1537  a  contest  arose  between  him  and 
Almagro,   which    terminated    in    the 
defeat  and  execution  of  the  latter,  by 
whose   friends   Pizarro    was    assassi- 
nated in  his  palace  in  1541. 


PENNANT. 
This  distinguished  naturalist  and  an- 
tiquary was  born  in  1726  at  Downing 
in  Flintshire,  and  educated  at  the 
university  of  Oxford.  The  perusal 
of  Willoughby's  "  Ornithology,"  a 
copy  of  which  had  been  sent  him  as  a 
present,  excited  in  Pennant  that  taste 
for  natural  history  which  determined 
his  future  course.  After  making  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  manners  and 
productions  of  his  native  countrj',  he 
travelled  through  various  parts  of 
Europe,  and  attained  the  highest  ce- 
lebrity by  his  various  publications, 
among  which  are  "  Tours  "  in  Scot- 
land and  other  countries,  "  British 
and  Arctic  Zoology,"  "  View  of  Hin- 
dostan,"  8cc.  Sec.  He  was  compli- 
mented by  the  university  of  Oxford 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.,  and  elected 
a  member  of  various  literary  so- 
cieties.    His  death  took  place  in  1798. 
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LORD  WTLLIAM  RUSSELL, 
Thk  3d  son  of  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
vpas  bom  in  164!.  He  distinguished 
himself  as  a  senator  by  his  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  principles  ;  but,  his 
attachment  to  the  Protestant  religion 
leading  him  to  support  the  bill  for 
excluding  James  duke  of  York  from 
the  throne,  he  was  marked  out  bj'  a 
profligate  court  as  an  object  of  ven- 
geance. On  the  evidence  of  perjured 
witnesses  he  was  accused  of  partici- 
pating in  the  Eye-house  plot,  and, 
after  the  ceremony  of  a  mock  trial, 
condemned  to  the  scaftold,  and  exe- 
cuted July  21,  1683. 

KOSCOMMOy, 
Thb    son   of  James   Dillon,    earl   of 
Rosc'.mmon,  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1633.      On    the    impeachment   of  his 
uncle,  the  earl  of  Strafford,  with  whom 
he  had  resided,  he  was  sent  to  com- 
plete his  education  at  Caeo  in  Nor- 
msndy;  Uut  soon  after  the  Restora- 
tion he  relumed  to  England,  and  was 
appointed  a   captain    of  the    guards. 
Ihis  commission  he  resigned  in  favour 
of  a  poor  disbanded  officer,  who  had 
assisted    him    in   repelling    some   as- 
sassins by  whom  he  was  attacked  in 
Dublin.     He  subsequently  settled  in 
London,  and  was  made  master  of  the 
horse   to   the  duchess   of  York.     His 
death  was  brought  on  by  the  injudi- 
cious remedies   applied  by  a  French 
empiric   to  relieve  him  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  gout  in  16S1.     The  poems 
of  lord  Roscommon  were  once  much 
admired,  and,  though  destitute  of  the 
higher    graces    of    poetry,    are    still 
deemed  respectable. 

PRINCE  RUPERT, 
Tbb  son  of  Frederick,  king  of  Bo- 
hemia, by  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of 
James  I.,  was  born  in  1619.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  in  Eng- 
land   he   commanded  the   cavalry  of 


Charles  L,  in  whose  cause  he  dis- 
played great  valour  and  intrepidity. 
On  the  triumph  of  the  parliament 
prince  Rupert  retired  to  the  continent, 
but  returned  to  England  after  the 
Restoi'ation,  and  was  invested  with 
various  offices  by  Charles  II.  On  the 
conclusion  of  the  great  Dutch  war,  in 
which  he  signalized  himself  as  a  naval 
commaiider,  he  retired  from  public 
life,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  scientific  pursuits.  He  died 
in  London  in  1682.  His  mechanical 
skill  is  evinced  by  several  inventions, 
which  bear  his  name,  particularly  ao 
engine  for  raising  water. 

NICHOLAS  ROWE, 
An  English  translator  and  dramatist, 
was  born  in  1673  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire.  He  was  educated  for  the 
law,  but  never  practised  ;  and  in  1693 
commenced  writing  for  the  stage. 
His  tragedies  of"  Tamerlane,"  "  Jane 
Shore,"  and  the  "  Fair  Penitent," 
have  received  the  applause  of  critics, 
and  are  still  favourites  with  the  thea- 
trical world,  while  his  translation  of 
Lucan's  "  Pharsalia"  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  Johnson  "  one  of  the 
noblest  productions  of  English  poe- 
try."    He  died  in  1718. 

EARL  OF  ROCHrSTER, 
0n3  of  the  wits  of  Charles  Il.'i 
reign,  was  born  in  1647,  and  educated 
at  Oxford.  His  short  life  was  one 
continued  scene  of  profligacy  and  dis- 
sipation, which  brought  him  prema- 
turely to  the  grave;  but,  on  his  death- 
bed, as  attested  by  bishop  Burnet,  he 
declared  h'mself  a  penitent,  and  gave 
satisfactory  evidence  of  a  decided 
change.  His  poetical  compositions, 
though  few  in  number,  are  charac- 
terized by  elegance  and  taste,  and 
had  his  life  been  prolonged  he  would 
no  doubt  have  contributed  much  to 
enrich  the  literature  of  his  country. 
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SALVATOR  ROSA. 
This  admirable  painter  was  born  at 
Naples  in  1615,  and,  after  receiving 
some  instruction  from  Francesco  Fran- 
cazauo,  a  kinsman,  was  left  by  the 
death  of  his  father  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  even  said  that  he 
spent  several  years  with  a  troop  of 
banditti.  By  the  patronage  of  Lan- 
franc,  into  whose  bands  one  of  his 
drawings  had  accidentally  fallen,  he 
was  at  length  enabled  to  enter  the 
school  of  Spagnoletto,  and,  possessing 
a  fertile  imagination,  he  soon  rose  to 
eminence  in  the  art.  He  excelled 
particularly  in  landscape  painting, 
and  in  the  representation  of  storms 
and  battles.  Among  the  best  of  his 
historical  pieces  is  the  "  Conspiracy 
of  Cataline."  He  was  also  esteemed 
for  his  poetic  and  musical  talents. 
His  death  took  place  in  16/3. 

GUIDO  RENI. 
Fbw  names  stand  higher  in  the  art 
of  painting  than  that  of  Guido  Reni, 
who  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  mu- 
sician of  Bologna,  where  he  was  born 
in  l.^rS.  He  studied  under  Ludovico 
Caracci,  and,  adopting  a  manner  che 
reverse  of  that  which  was  then  pre- 
Talent,  soon  acquired  that  grace,  ele- 
vation, and  facility  of  touch  which 
distinguish  all  his  works.  Pope  Paul 
V.  employed  him  to  paint  his  private 
chapel  of  Monte  Cavallo,  and  the  path 
to  affluence  as  well  as  fame  was  open 
to  him ;  but,  being  addicted  to  gam- 
bling, he  soon  squandered  the  munifi- 
cent remuneration  which  he  received, 
and  at  length  died  in  poverty  at  Bo- 
logna in  1642. 

RAPHAEL, 
Thb  prince  of  painters,  was  born  at  j 
Urbiuo  in  1483.     He  was   instructed  \ 
under   Perugino,    and  improved  him- 
self by   studying    the   works   of  Da 
Vinci    and   Angelo.     The   early   pro-  1 


ductions  of  his  genius  attracted  ge- 
neral admiration,  and  in  his  25th  year 
pope  Julius  II.  invited  him  to  Rome, 
where  he  spent  nine  years  in  embel- 
lishing the  three  apartments  of  the 
Vatican,  for  which  he  was  munifi- 
cently rewarded.  But,  his  constitu- 
tion having  been  undermined  bj'  va- 
rious excesses,  he  died  at  the  age  of 
37.  Among  his  latest  productions  are 
the  celebrated  Cartoons,  and  his  chef- 
d'oeuvre — the  Transfiguration.  No 
artist  ever  united  with  his  own  pecu- 
culiar  excellence  that  universal  per- 
fection in  the  art  of  painting  which 
Raphael  displays :  he  also  applied 
himself  with  unusual  success  to  ar- 
chitecture, sculpture,  and  poetry. 

RUBENS. 
This  famous  painter  was  born  in 
1577,  whether  at  Antwerp  or  Cologne 
is  not  certain.  He  cultivated  his  na- 
tural taste  for  painting  by  studying 
under  Vestraecht,  Van  Oort,  and 
others,  and  by  viewing  in  Italy  the 
works  of  the  greatest  masters.  The 
fame  of  his  talents  soon  procured  him 
opulence  and  honour  ;  he  was  knighted 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  and  by  Charles 
I.  of  England.  In  1620  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Mary  of  Medicis  to  paint 
the  Luxemburg  gallery ;  and  was  sub- 
sequently commissioned  by  Charles  I. 
to  paint  the  apotheosis  of  James  I.  at 
Whitehall.     He  died  in  1643. 

REMBRANDT, 
A  Dutch  painter  of  great  celebrity, 
was  born  near  Leyden  in  1606,  and 
was  early  initiated  in  the  study  of  the 
art  by  Swanenburg,  Lostman,  and 
Pinas.  Having  fixed  his  residence  at 
Amsterdam,  he  displayed  by  various 
productions  the  most  splendid  talents, 
and  rapidly  acquired  fame  and  af- 
fluence. He  lived,  however,  in  extreme 
parsimony,  and  generally  evinced  a 
mean  disposition.     He  died  in  164?. 
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ALLAN  RAMSAY, 
A  Scotch  poet,  born  in  1685  at  Lead- 
hills,  in  Lanarkshire,  where  he  re- 
mained till  his  15th  year,  when  he 
was  bound  apprentice  to  a  wig-maker 
in  Edinburgh.  In  this  humble  occu- 
pation he  continued  for  several  years, 
but  at  length  entered  into  business  as 
a  bookseller,  and  acquired  a  consider- 
able fortune.  Many  of  his  poems  are 
very  highly  esteemed,  and  bis  pastoral 
comedy  of  the  "Gentle  Shepherd"  is 
considered  one  of  the  finest  specimens 
of  Scottish  literature.  He  died  in  1758. 

RICHAEDSON. 
This  celebrated  novelist  was  born  of 
obscure  parentage  in  1690  in  Derby- 
shire, and  received  few  advantages  of 
education.  In  1"06  he  was  bound 
apprentice  to  a  priater,  and  in  1/19 
commenced  business  in  Fleet  Street, 
where  he  was  eminently  successful. 
His  literary  talents  remained  un- 
known till  the  publication  of  "  Pa- 
mela" in  17-11,  which  soon  raised  him 
to  a  high  degree  of  popularity.  His 
prosperity  and  fame  were  subsequent- 
ly established  by  the  appearance  of 
"Clarissa"  in  17-lS,  which  was  fol- 
lowed in  1/53  by  "  Sir  Charles  Grandi- 
son."  He  was  much  afOicted  iu  bis 
latter  years,  and  died  in  1761. 

SIR  J.  REYNOLDS, 
An  eminent  English  artist,  and  first 
president  of  the  Roj-al  Academy,  was 
born  in  1723  at  Pljmpton  in  Devon- 
shire. His  taste  for  the  fine  arts 
was  cultivated  by  domestic  tuition, 
and  by  a  visit  to  Rome,  where  he 
spent  three  years.  In  175-  he  became 
acquainted  with  Johnson,  Burke,  and 
other  illustrious  characters ;  and  rising 
to  eminence  in  his  profession  was  re- 
warded by  royal  patronage,  and  the 
honour  of  knighthood.  He  died  in 
1792,  As  a  painter  his  talents  were 
chiefly  displayed  in  portraits,  in  which 


he  excelled  most  of  his  contempora- 
ries ;  and  as  a  man  of  letters  and  ge- 
neral taste  his  celebrity  is  based  on 
his  masterly  discourses  delivered  be- 
fore the  Academy. 

LORD  RODNEY. 
This  gallant  admiral,  the  son  of 
captain  Henry  Rodney,  was  born  in 
1717,  and  entered  the  navy  at  an  early 
age.  In  1742  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  and  was  appointed 
governor  of  Newfoundland  in  1/49. 
He  was  subsequently  appointed  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  and,  after  ac- 
quitting himself  in  various  services 
with  extraordinary  ability  and  suc- 
cess, was  sent  to  the  West  Indies, 
where  he  obtained  an  important  vic- 
tory over  count  de  Grasse,  for  which 
he  was  rewarded  with  the  peerage  in 
17S2.     He  died  in  London  iu  1792. 

ROBERTSON, 
An  eminent  Scottisli  historian  and 
divine,  was  the  son  of  the  parish  mi- 
nister of  Borthwick,  Mid  Lothian, 
where  he  was  born  in  1721.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Dalkeith  and 
the  university  of  Edinburgh,  and  was 
presented  to  the  living  of  Gladsmuir, 
from  which  he  was  transferred  to 
Edinburgh,  and  became  chaplain  of 
Stirling  Castle,  one  of  the  king's 
chaplains,  principal  of  the  university, 
and  royal  historiographer  of  Scotland. 
His  "  History  of  Scotland,"  published 
in  1759,  is  written  with  great  elegance 
and  spirit,  and  forms  one  of  the  most 
complete  of  all  modern  histories. 
This  was  followed  in  1769  by  a  "  His- 
tory of  the  reign  of  Charles  V.,''  which 
established  the  reputation  of  the  au- 
thor as  the  ablest  historian  of  modern 
times.  Among  his  other  works  are  a 
"  History  of  America,"  and  an  "  His- 
torical Disquisition  concerning  An- 
cient India  "  Dr.  Robertson  died  in 
1793. 
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RICHARD    II. 
Was  the  son  of  Edward  the  Black 
Prince,  and  grandson  of  Edward  IIL, 
whom    he  Bucceetled   as   sovereign    of 
England  in  1377-     He  inherited  how- 
ever little  of  that  vigour  and   energy 
of  character  which   distinguished   his 
father:   he  was  influenced  entirely  by 
weak  ministers  ;   while,  from  his  sup- 
posed participation  in  the  murder  of 
his  uncle,  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  no 
favourable  estimate  would  be  formed 
of   his    moral    qualities.      A   private 
quarrel  between  two  noblemen  having 
been  haughtily  decided   by  Richard, 
the  injured  party   raised  a  rebellion 
against  him,  which  terminated  in  hi? 
abdication  of  the  crown,  and  impri- 
sonment in  Pontefract  Castle,  where 
he  was  killed,  A.  D.  1392. 

RICHARD  III. 
This  monarch  was  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  Edward  IV.  king  of  England. 
He  displayed  considerable  valour  dur- 
ing the  wars  between  the  houses  of 
Vork  and  Lancaster;  but  his  laurels 
are  stained  bj'  his  inhuman  slaughter 
of  Henry  VL  and  his  son  in  cold 
blood.  On  the  death  of  Edward,  in 
1183,  he  intrigued  with  the  nobility 
in  order  to  set  aside  the  succession 
of  Edward  V.,  and  procure  his  own 
proclamation,  which  he  at  length  ef- 
fected by  contriving  the  murder  of  the 
young  king  and  his  infant  brother. 
Though  detested  for  his  personal  vices, 
Richard  reigned  with  much  credit  to 
himself  as  a  legislator.  He  fell  at 
the  battle  of  Bosworth  Field  in  1485. 

RABELAIS. 
This  celebrated  French  wit  was  born 
at  Chinon,  in  or  about  14S3.  He  v/as 
originally  a  Franciscan  monk ;  but 
threw  off  the  monastic  habit,  and 
went  to  Montpellier,  where  he  studied 
medicine  with  diligence  and  success. 
He  afterwards  accompanied  cardinal 


de  Bellay  on  a  mission  to  Rome,  en- 
tered into  orders,  and  obtained  a 
rectory  and  a  prebend.  Of  his  works 
the  most  celebrated  is  his  "  Lives  of 
Gargantua  and  Pantagruel,"  which, 
though  meriting  the  severest  censure 
for  its  obscene  and  licentious  cha- 
racter, displayed  a  fund  of  humour, 
and  power  of  satirical  description, 
which,  except  perhaps  by  Sterne,  has 
never  been  equalled  by  any  succeed- 
ing writer.     He  died  in  1553. 

SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH 
Was  bom  at  Budlcigh,  Devonshire,  in 
1552.  After  distinguishing  himself  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  in  the  civil  war 
in  Ireland,  he  obtained  letters  pa- 
tent for  the  discovery  of  unknown 
countries,  and  proceeding  to  America 
took  possession  of  that  part  after- 
wards called  Virginia.  On  his  return 
he  was  rewarded  with  the  honour  of 
knighthnod  and  some  grants  of  land. 
Being  implicated  in  the  conspiracy  in 
favour  of  Arabella  Stuart,  Sir  Walter 
was  stripped  of  a'.!  his  preferments 
and  tried  at  Winchester.  After  12 
years'  imprisonment  in  the  Tower  he 
was  released  and  entrusted  with  the 
command  of  a  squadron  against  Giii- 
enne,  but  the  enterprise  failed,  and 
on  his  return  to  England  he  was 
arrested  and  executed  in  161S. 

RUDOLPHUS  I., 
King  of  France,  and  founder  of  the 
house  of  Austria,  was  born  in  1218, 
and  elected  to  the  imperial  dignity  in 
12/3.  In  12/7  he  marched  into  Austria 
against  Ottocarus  king  of  Bohemia, 
and  obtained  the  conquest  of  Austria, 
Styria,  and  Carniola.  He  afterwards 
attempted  to  induce  the  diet  of  Frank- 
fort to  create  his  sou  and  successor, 
Albert,  king  of  the  Romans,  but 
being  unsuccessful  he  retired  in  dis- 
gust to  Gemusheim,  where  he  died  in 
1291. 
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CHARLOTTE  S:vnTII. 
This  celebrated  female  writer  was 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Turner,  a  gentle- 
man in  Sussex,  where  she  was  born 
in  1749.  In  her  16th  year  she  was 
married  to  Mr.  Smith,  a  West  India 
merchant,  whose  reverse  of  fortune 
some  years  afterwards  gave  a  new  im- 
pulse to  her  literary  talents,  which 
had  previously  been  exercised  for  pur- 
poses of  amusement,  but  were  now 
exerted  for  the  support  of  her  family. 
Her  admired  "Sonnets"  soon  raised 
her  to  a  high  degree  of  popularity  as 
a  poetess,  and  the  novels  of  "  Kmme- 
line,"  the  "Orphan  of  the  Castle," 
the  "Old  Manor  House,"  &c.,  met 
with  an  equally  flattering  reception. 
Among  her  works  are  also  some 
Minor  Morals  and  other  productions 
for  youth.     .She  died  in  18U6. 

ARABELLA  STUART. 
This  Mufcrtunate  lady  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  carl  of  Lennox,  and  cousin 
of  James  I.  king  of  England,  to 
whom,  in  case  of  failure  of  issue,  she 
was  next  in  succession  to  the  crown. 
This  close  relation  to  ro3'alty  was 
however  the  spring  of  all  her  misfor- 
tunes. Various  projects  were  formed 
by  the  papal  party,  and  subsequentlj' 
by  Cobham  and  Raleigh,  having  for 
their  object  her  elevation  to  the  throne ; 
and  on  their  detection,  though  herself 
perfectly  innocent,  she  was  impri- 
soned in  the  Tower,  where  she  died 
in  1615. 

STERNE, 
A  DISTINGUISHED  English  writer, 
was  born  at  Clonmel  in  Ii-eland  in 
1713,  and  after  a  course  of  study  at 
Cambridge  entered  the  church,  and 
held  successively  various  livings.  Flis 
first  publication,  "Tristram  Shandy,'' 
placed  him  in  the  foremost  rank  of 
British  novelists,  by  the  unrivalled  hu- 
mour and  pathos  which  it  displayed. 


The  "  Sentimental  Journey"  was  given 
to  the  public  a  little  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1768.  The  writings 
of  Swift  are  characterized  by  a  power  of 
moving  the  passions  which  stamp  him 
as  an  original  genius;  but  his  prin- 
ciples were  lax,  and  his  life  licentious. 

SMOLLETT, 
A  CELEBHATED    historian    and    mis- 
cellaneous writer,  was  born   at   Dal- 
quhurn,  Dumbartonshire,  in  1721,  and 
educated  with   a  view  to  the  medical 
profession.     After  serving  for  a  short 
time  as  surgeon's  mate  in   the  navj-, 
he  settled   in  London  and  devoted   his 
time  to  authorship.     Among  the  first 
productions  of  his  pen  were  the   tra- 
gedy of  "  The  Regicide,"  the  spirited 
poem   entitled   the    "  Tears   of  Scot- 
land," and  two  satires.     The  popular 
novel    of   "  Roderick    Random "    ap- 
peared in  1748,  and  was  followed  by 
various  compositions  of  the  same  class. 
Ilis   other  works    comprise  a   "  Con- 
tinuation of  Hume's  History  of  Eng- 
land,"    "  Voyages    and    Travels,"   a 
collection  of  "  Poems,"  See.     He  died 
in  1771. 

SPENCE, 
A  DIVINE  and  critic,  born  in  1698, 
and  educated  at  New  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  subsequently  became  pro- 
fessor of  pv^etry.  Having  taken  or- 
ders he  obtained  the  rectory  of  Great 
Ilorwood,  and  a  prebend  in  Durham 
cathedral.  His  "  Essay  on  Pope's 
Translation  of  the  Odyssey"  intro- 
duced him  to  the  friendship  of  that 
distinguished  poet,  and  he  subse- 
quently published  "  Observations," 
&c.,  collected  from  the  conversations 
of  Pope  and  others.  Among  his  other 
works  are  "  Polymetis,"  a  "  Dialogue 
on  Beauty,"  and  an  "Account  of  the 
Life,"  &c.,  of  Mr.  Blacklock.  He 
was  accidentally  drowned  in  his  canal 
at  Byfleet,  Surrey,  in  1768. 
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STILLINGFLEET. 
This  distinguished  prelate  was  born 
at  Cranbourne,  Dorsetsliire,  in  1635, 
and  educated  at  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge.  He  was  appointed  arch- 
deacon of  London  in  IG??,  and  the 
following  year  dean  of  St.  Paul's.  At 
the  Revolution  he  was  raised  to  the 
see  of  Worcester,  but  died  in  1699. 
Among  the  works  of  bishop  Stilling- 
fleet,  which  form  six  folio  volumes, 
his  •'  Origines  Sacrse,"  and  "  Origines 
Britannicse,"  are  the  most  important. 
The  former  comprises  a  learned  and 
able  vindication  of  the  authenticity 
and  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures  ; 
while  the  latter  traces  the  early  in- 
troduction of  Christianity  into  Britain 
and  its  progress  to  the  conversion  of 
the  Saxons. 

SECKER, 
A  LEARNED  English  prelate,  born  at 
Sibthorpe,  Nottinghamshire,  in  1693. 
He  was  educated  with  the  view  of  en- 
tering the  dissenting  ministry,  but  the 
difficulties  he  found  in  deciding  on 
some  speculative  points  induced  him 
to  relinquish  this  design,  and  apply 
himself  to  the  study  of  medicine. 
In  ins  he  visited  Paris  for  further 
improvement,  and  in  1/21  took  his 
degree  at  Leydeu.  Subsequently, 
however,  he  entered  3\xeter  College, 
Oxford,  took  orders  in  the  established 
church,  and  after  various  minor  pre- 
ferments was  raised  to  the  see  of 
Bristol  in  1/34,  translated  three  jears 
afterwards  to  Oxford,  and  became 
archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  1/5S. 
He  died  in  1/68.  His  Sermons, 
Charges,  &c.,  form  12  vols.  Svo. 

TIPPOO  SAIB, 
The  son  of  Hyder  Ali,  and  equally 
distingiiished  for  his  vigilance  and 
bravery  in  resisting  the  British  during 
the  war  in  India.  He  was  born  in 
I/'IO,  and  succeeded  to  the  throne  in 


1782.  Though  under  the  necessity  of 
concluding  a  peace  with  the  East  India 
Company  in  1/84,  he  still  meditated 
means  for  attempting  the  expulsion 
of  the  British.  Having  attacked  the 
rajah  of  Travaucore,  he  was  invested 
in  his  capital,  and  compelled  to  pur- 
chase a  humiliating  peace,  by  resign- 
ing half  his  dominions  to  the  Com- 
pany. In  a  subsequent  war,  which 
led  to  the  storming  of  Seringapatani, 
he  fell  in  the  assault.  May  4,  1/99. 

SHERLOCK, 
An    eminent   English    prelate,    born 
in  London  in  16/8,   and   educated   at 
Eton,  whence  he  afterwards  proceeded 
I   to  Cambridge.     He   entered  into  or- 
;   ders  and  became  dean  of  Chichester; 
and,  having  taken   a  prominent  part 
in  the   controversy  with  Hoadley  on 
I   the  right  of  the  clergy  to  temporal  ju- 
t   risdiction,  was  raised  successively  to 
I   the  bishoprics  of  Bangor,  Salisbury, 
and  London.     He  died  in  1/61.     His 
!   writings  consist  of  Sermons  and  con- 
troversial pieces,  among  which  is  the 
'*  Trial  of  the  Witnesses,"  in  answer 
to  Collins. 

SHENSTONE, 
An  approved  English  poet,  was  born 
in   Shropshire  in   1714,  and    received 
his    education    at    Oxford,   where  he 
applied  himself  particularly  to  poetry. 
In  1740  he  published  his   "Judgment 
of  Hercules,"  addressed  to  Mr.  Lyt- 
tleton  ;  and  two  years  afterwards  the 
"  School-mistress."      In     his     latter 
years  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in 
the  indulgence  of  his  taste  for  rural 
elegance,  but  unhappily  expended  his 
estate  in  adorning  it,  and  at  his  death, 
in  1763,  left  little  more  than  sufficed 
to    pay   his    debts.     His    poems    are 
chiefly    of    the    pastoral    kind,    and 
charm  by  their  ease   and   simijlicity. 
They  have   been  published,  together 
with  his  Letters,  &c.,  in  3  vols.  Svo. 
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SELDEN. 
This  learned  and  patriotic  man, 
equally  distinguished  as  a  senator 
and  a  writer,  was  born  in  15S4,  edu- 
cated at  Oxford,  and  studied  the  law 
in  the  Inner  Temple.  During  the 
reign  of  James  I.  he  was  chiefly  known 
for  his  legal  erudition,  and  by  the 
publication  of  various  learned  works  ; 
but  his  bold  advocacy  of  popular 
rights  rendered  him  obnoxious  in  the 
succeeding  reign,  and  he  was  more 
than  once  imprisoned.  lie  became  a 
member  of  the  Long  Parliament  in 
1640,  and  displayed  great  moderation  in 
the  contest  of  that  stormy  period.  He 
died  in  1G54.  His  works  form  3  vols.  fol. 

LORD  SOMERS, 
A  CELEBHATBD  Statesman  and  lawyer, 
was  born  at  Worcester  in  1R50,  and 
educated  at  Oxford.  Having  studied 
tor  the  law,  and  commenced  practice, 
he  soon  acquired  considerable  fame, 
and  at  the  trial  of  the  bishops  in  1636 
was  employed  as  counsel  to  the  ac- 
cused parties.  His  talents  and  in- 
tegrity were  rewarded  after  the  Re- 
vuliition  by  the  confidence  of  William 
HI.,  by  whom  he  was  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  chancellor.   He  died  in  1716. 

ALGERNON  SYDNEY, 
The  second  son  of  the  earl  of  Lei- 
cester, was  born  about  1620.  After 
serving  during  the  rebellion  in  Ire- 
land, he  returned  in  1643,  joined  the 
standard  of  the  parliament,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a  lieutenant- 
general  of  horse.  During  the  usurpa- 
tion of  Cromwell  he  retired  to  the 
country  and  employed  himself  in  writ- 
ing his  celebrated  "  Discourses  on 
Government.^'  At  the  Restoration  he 
went  to  Hamburgh,  and  afterwards  to 
Francfort,  where  he  continued  till 
1677,  when  his  father  having  procured 
for  him  a  special  pardon  he  returned 
to    England.      He    was    subsequently 


implicated  in  the  Rye-house  plot,  and 
with  the  most  flagrant  disregard  of 
law  and  justice  was  condemned  and 
executed  in  1683. 

SIR  HANS  SLOANE. 
An  eminent  physician  and  naturalist, 
descended  from  a  Scotch  family  set- 
tled at  Killileah  in  Ireland,  where  he 
was  born  iii  1660.  After  studying  me- 
dicine in  London  he  visited  the  con- 
tinent, and  took  his  degree  at  Mont- 
pellier.  In  1687  he  accompanied  the 
duke  of  Albermarle  to  Jamaica,  where 
he  made  a  valuable  collection  of  na- 
tural curiosities.  He  subsequently 
published  a  valuable  work  on  the 
"  Natural  History  of  Jamaica."  In 
1639  he  returned  to  London,  became 
president  of  the  College  of  Ph}'sicians, 
physician-general  to  the  army,  and 
physician  to  George  H.  On  the  death 
of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  in  17^7,  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  presidency  of  the  Royal 
Society.  He  died  in  1/52,  leaving  the 
whole  of  his  library,  natural  curio- 
sities, medals,  Sec,  to  the  public,  on 
condition  of  i^aying  ,£20,000  to  his 
family.  This  valuable  bequest  formed 
the  basis  of  the  British  Museum. 

DEAN  SWIFT, 
An  eminent  political  and  miscella- 
neous writer,  born  in  1667,  and  edu- 
cated at  Kilkenny,  Dublin,  and  Ox- 
ford. He  afterwards  resided  with  Sir 
W.  Temple,  by  whom  he  was  intro- 
duced to  king  William  III.  His  ta- 
lents, however,  were  not  displayed  till 
1710,  when,  having  joined  the  party 
of  Hardy  and  Bolingbroke,  he  wrote 
several  masterl}-  pr^mphlets  in  defence 
of  the  ministry.  He  was  preferred  in 
1713  to  the  deanery  of  St.  Patrick's, 
and  died  in  1745.  Besides  his  nu- 
merous political  works,  he  wrote  "  Gul- 
liver's Travels,"  and,  in  conjunction 
with  Pope,  poems.  Sec,  on  miscella- 
neous subjects. 
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DUKE  OF  SOMERSET. 
This  illustrious  statesman  was  bro- 
ther to  lady  Jane  Seymour,  on  whose 
marriage  with  Henry  VIIL  he  rose  into 
distinction,  being  created  viscount 
Oeauchamp  in  1536,  in  the  following 
year  carl  of  Hertford,  and  finally 
duke  of  Somerset  in  1546.  On  the 
death  of  Henry  he  was  chosen  Pro- 
tector by  the  council  appointed  during 
the  minority  of  Edward  VI.,  and  in 
this  high  station  obtained  a  high  de- 
gree of  popularity  by  his  cflbrts  to 
remedy  existing  evils.  His  vigour 
and  penetration  were  not  however 
c(]ual  to  his  good  intentions,  and,  a 
conspiracy  being  formed  against  him 
by  some  ambitious  nobles,  he  was 
brought  to  the  Scaffold,  January  15.52. 

SALADIX. 
A  RENOWNED  sultan  of  Egypt  and 
Syria,  born  in  1137  at  Tekrit  on  the 
Tigris.  In  the  war  of  the  Crusades 
he  displayed  the  highest  military  ta- 
lents, and  tor  a  long  time  successfully 
withstood  the  combined  forces  of  the 
principal  potentates  of  Europe,  but 
was  defeated  by  Richard  Coeur-de- 
Lion  in  1192,  aud  compelled  to  sign  a 
truce  stipulating  considerable  advan- 
tages to  the  Christians,  shortly  after 
which  he  died  at  Damascus,  greatly 
regretted  by  his  subjects. 

JANE  SEYMOUR, 
The  third  consort  of  Henry  VIII. 
king  of  England,  was  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Seymour,  and 
was  introduced  to  royal  favour  as 
maid  of  honour  to  queen  Anne  Bo- 
teyn.  In  this  capacity  she  attracted 
the  notice  of  Henry,  who  was  so 
captivated  by  her  personal  beauty  as 
to  sacrifice  to  this  new  object  of  pas- 
sion his  virtuous  and  amiable  consort. 
He  then  espoused  Jane,  who  however 
died  in  childbed  in  the  following  year. 
Though    the    innocent    occasion    of 


Anne"s  disgrace,  she  is  said  by  histo 
rians  to  have  possessed  peculiar  sweet- 
ness of  disposition. 

JOSEPH  SCALIGER, 
A  LEARNED  cHtic,  bom  in  lo-fO  at 
Agen,  where  his  father,  the  elder 
Scaliger,  was  settled  as  a  physician. 
1  he  acquisition  of  languages  was  ac- 
complished by  Joseph  with  amazing 
facility,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been 
master  of  not  fewer  than  thirteen. 
He  became  professor  of  belles  lettres 
at  Leyden,  where  he  died  in  1609.  His 
works  consist  chiefly  of  commenta- 
ries on  the  classics,  Latin  poems, 
and  a  treatise  "  De  Emendatiune 
Temporum." 

SIR  PHILIP  SIDNEY, 
Thb  son  of  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  was 
born  in  1554  at  Penshurst  in  Kent, 
and  educated  at  both  universities. 
After  travelling  in  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  he  returned  to  London, 
and  became  a  favourite  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, by  whom  he  was  sent  in  1576  on 
an  embassy  to  the  emperor  Rodolph. 
He  subsequently  signalised  himself  as 
a  general  of  cavalry,  under  his  uncle 
the  earl  of  Leicester.  His  short  but 
illustrious  career  was  terminated  at 
the  battle  of  Zutphen,  where  he  was 
mortally  wounded  in  15S6.  Sidney 
is  the  author  of  "The  Arcadia,"' 
"  The  Defence  of  Poetry,"  and  va- 
rious poems,  and  his  influence  was 
employed  in  the  encouragement  of 
genius  and  literature.  He  is  described 
by  historians  as  the  most  accomplish- 
ed gentlemen  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived ;  and  an  incident  is  recorded 
which  exhibits  the  humanity  of  his 
disposition.  When  lying  wounded  on 
the  field,  and  suffering  from  thirst,  a 
bottle  of  water  was  brought  to  him, 
which  he  resigned  to  a  common  sol- 
dier who  appeared  to  be  in  a  more 
miserable  condition  than  himself. 
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SPENCER, 
Onk  of  the  greatest  of  English  poets, 
was  born  in  London  about  1553,  and 
educated  at  Cambridge.  His  «'  Shep- 
herd's Calender"  appeared  in  1576, 
and  was  dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Sid- 
ney, by  whom  he  was  generously  pa- 
tronized. His  "Faerie  Queen"  was 
dedicated  to  queen  Elizabeth,  who 
appointed  him  poet-laureat,  and  con- 
ferred on  him  a  pension.  In  1580  he 
was  appointed  secretary  to  the  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  subsequent- 
ly received  a  grant  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  but  on  the  rebellion 
of  Tyrone  he  was  compelled  to  flee  to 
England,  where  he  died  in  1599. 

SULLY, 
A  Fbbnch  warrior  and  statesman, 
equally  celebrated  for  bravery  in  the 
field  and  wisdom  in  the  council,  was 
bnrn  at  the  castle  of  Roraney  in  1560. 
At  an  early  age  he  enjoyed  the  favour 
of  the  king  of  Navarre,  afterwards 
Henry  IV.,  to  whose  interests  he  ever 
remained  devotedly  attached.  Having 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  by  his 
zealous  eiforts  on  the  side  of  the  Pro- 
testants, be  narrowly  escaped  being 
involved  in  the  massacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. In  1597  he  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  finances,  and  his  pru- 
dent administration  greatly  contri- 
buted to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation. 
After  the  death  of  Henry  he  retired 
from  public  affairs,  and  died  in  1&41. 

SHAKSPEARE,  ""*  X 

Thb  greatest  of  dramatic  poets,  was 
born  in  1564  at  Stratford  in  Warwick- 
ihire.  His  education  was  very  li- 
mited ;  but  the  absence  of  extrinsic 
knowledge  was  amply  supplied  by 
the  native  treasures  of  his  wonderful 
mind ;  so  that  he  may  rather  be  said 
to  have  been  above  the  need  than 
without  the  advantages  of  learning. 
Me  came  to  London  about  1587,  and, 


from  being  employed  in  the  humblest 
theatrical  occupations,  rose  to  be  pro- 
prietor of  the  Globe  Theatre  and 
master  of  a  handsome  estate.  He 
died  at  his  native  place,  and  on  his 
natal  day,  in  1616.  His  compositions, 
though  not  free  from  great  faults, 
have  equally  astonished  the  learned 
and  the  illiterate,  and  crowned  him 
with  the  amaranth  of  poetic  fame. 

EARL  OF  STRAFFORD. 
This  ill-fated  minister,  the  eldest-son 
of  Sir  William  Wentworth,  was  born 
in  London  in  1593,  and  educated  at 
Cambridge.  His  first  appearance  in 
parliament  was  in  1621,  when  he  was 
returned  for  V'ork.  For  several  years 
he  was  one  of  the  most  talented  and 
strenuous  advocate?  of  popular  rights, 
but  after  the  murder  of  Buckingham 
he  was  received  into  royal  favour, 
being  created  successively  a  baron,  a 
viscount,  and  finally  earl  of  Strafibrd. 
Notwithstanding  his  former  opposi- 
tion, Charles  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  his  fidelity,  but  his  conduct 
at  length  rendered  him  obnoxious  to 
public  indignation:  he  was  arraigned 
on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  and, 
whatever  his  crimes  really  were,  was 
condemned  with  little  regard  to  jus- 
tice, and  executed  May  12,  1641. 

■SIR  HENRY  SPELMAN. 
This  celebrated  antiquary  was  born 
at  Cougham  in  the  county  of  Norfolk 
in  l.i62,  and  studied  at  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  and  Lincoln's  Inn. 
His  talents  for  business  recommended 
him  to  the  favour  of  James  I.,  who 
conferred  on  him  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood, and  appointed  him  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  settling  tithes  in 
Ireland.  His  death  took  place  in 
1641.  Among  his  works  are  "  Archseo- 
logus,"  a  "  History  of  English  Coun- 
cils," and  a  "  History  of  Tenure  by 
Knights'  Service." 
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TITIAN, 
The  most  eminent  painter  of  the  Ve- 
netian school,  was  born  at  the  castle 
of  Cador,  in  Friuli,  about  1480.  He 
became  a  pupil  of  Zuccati  and  Bel- 
lini, and  improved  himself  by  studying 
the  works  of  Giorgione.  As  a  land- 
scape painter  in  particular  he  has 
never  been  surpassed,  and  seldom 
equalled.  He  enjoyed  the  esteem  and 
patronage  of  Charles  V.,  who  con- 
ferred on  him  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood, and  allowed  him  a  considerable 
pension.  His  life  was  extended  far 
beyond  the  usual  period  of  human 
existence,  and  his  powers  remained 
almost  unimpaired  to  the  last.  His 
works  are  in  consequence  extremely 
numerous.  Among  the  most  admired 
are  those  representing  "  The  last  Sup- 
per,'' and  "  The  Sa%iour  crowned 
with  Thorns."  Titian  died  of  the 
plague  in  1376. 

MRS.  TRIMMER. 
This  amiable  and  intelligent  writer 
was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  Kirby 
(the  editor  of  "  Taylor's  Perspec- 
tive"), and  was  born  at  Ipswich  in 
1741.  In  1/59  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Trimmer,  and  died  in  1810,  leav- 
ing a  number  of  useful  publications 
for  the  young. 

THOMSON,  - 
Onb  of  the  greatest  poets  that  Britain 
can  boast  of,  was  born  in  Scotland  in 
1700,  and  educated  for  the  church, 
which,  however,  he  soon  relinquished 
for  the  service  of  the  IMuses.  His 
talents  first  appeared  by  the  publica- 
tion of  his  "  Winter,"  on  a  visit  to 
London  in  1726,  which  was  followed 
by  the  three  other  Seasons.  These 
poems,  and  several  dramatic  pieces, 
met  with  great  success,  gained  him 
the  patronage  and  friendship  of  Pope 
and  Lyttleton,  and  recommended  him 
to  lord  Talbot,  whose  sou  he  accom- 


panied  on    a   continental    tour.     He 
afterwards  obtained  a  post  under  go- 
vernment, which  secured  him  a  com- 
petency for  the  rest  of  his  life.     He 
died  in  1748.     The  works  of  Thomson 
are  characterized  by  the  higher  attri- 
I    butes  of  genius  ;  his  Seasons  have  been 
I   prouoimced  by  the  most   rigid  critics 
j   the   noblest  specimen   of  descriptive 
I   poetry. 


TILLOTSOX. 
This  learned  and  amiable  prelate 
was  born  at  Sowerby,  Yorkshire,  in 
16.30,  and  entered  at  Clare  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  bred  in  the  princi- 
ples of  Puritanism,  but  was  induced 
to  conform,  in  1662,  on  the  passing  of 
the  act  of  uniformity.  -After  the  oc- 
cupancy of  various  livings  he  was  in 
1699  installed  dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and 
made  clerk  of  the  closet  to  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  by  whom  he 
was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  modera- 
tion, prudence,  and  integrity.  On 
the  deprivation  of  Sancroft,  in  1691,  he 
accepted,  though  somewhat  reluctant- 
ly, the  metropolitan  see  of  Canter- 
bury. He  died  shortly  after  in  1694. 
The  Sermons  of  Tillotson,  which  have 
long  been  popular,  are  distinguished 
by  excellent  sentiments,  and  pure, 
though  not  elegant,  language. 


MARIA  THERESA, 
Empress  of  Germany,  was  thedaug 
ter  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI.,  on 
j  whose  demise,  in  1736,  she  ascended 
I  the  throne.  Dnring  a  long  and  event- 
ful reign,  she  distinguished  herself  by 
the  general  wisdom  of  her  measures, 
and  fully  sustained  the  dignity  of  the 
Austrian  sceptre.  She  appears  also 
to  have  been  anxious  to  promote  the 
general  welfare  and  happiness  of  her 
subjects.  Her  death  took  place  in 
1780,  when  she  was  succeeded  by  her 
son  Joseph  II. 
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rSHEU, 
A  LEARNED  divine  and  chronologist, 
was  born  in  Dublin  in  1580,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Trinity  Col- 
lege in  his  native  city.  He  was  raised 
iu  1620  to  the  bishopric  of  Meath,  and 
translated  shortly  after  to  the  Irish 
primacy.  He  was  warm  in  his  at- 
tachment to  Charles  I.  in  the  Long 
Parliament;  but  his  moderation  and 
gentleness  were  so  conspicuous  that  a 
contemporary  writer  gives  it  as  his 
opinion  "  that,  if  all  the  defenders  of 
church  power  had  shown  the  spirit  of 
Usher,  episcopacy  would  never  have 
been  abolished."  He  died  in  1656. 
The  works  of  archbishop  Usher  evince 
great  erudition  and  sincere  piety :  his 
chronological  system  is  considered  on 
the  whole  as  t^e  most  correct  extant. 

SIR  H.  VANE, 
An  eminent  senator  of  republican 
principles,  Mas  born  in  1612,  and  edu- 
cated at  Westminster  school,  and 
Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford.  His  known 
hostility  to  despotic  power  rendering 
it  imprudent  for  him  to  remain  in 
England,  he  embarked  for  the  Ame- 
rican continent,  and  was  there  chosen 
governor  of  Massachusetts.  Return- 
ing to  Britain  about  1638,  he  was 
elected  member  of  parliament  for 
Hull,  in  which  capacity  he  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  zeal  against 
monarchy,  though  he  did  not  con- 
sent to  the  final  proceedings  against 
Charles,  and  maintained  a  constant 
opposition  to  the  Protector.  After 
the  Restoration  he  was  nevertheless 
brought  to  the  scaffold,  June  1662. 

VANDYKE, 
One  of  the  most  celebrated  portrait- 
painters  that  ever  adorned  the  Flemish 
school,  was  born  in  1599  at  Antwerp. 
He  studied  under  Van  Balens  and  Ru- 
bens, and  at  the  instance  of  the  latter 
visited  Rome  and  other  cities  of  Italy. 


He  afterwards  returned  to  Antwerp, 
and  thence  passed  over  into  England, 
where  his  talents  were  duly  appre- 
ciated and  rewarded  by  the  patronage 
of  Charles  1.,  who  knighted  and  pen- 
sioned him.     He  died  in  1641. 

SIR  W.  WALLACE. 
This  celebrated  Scottish  warrior  was 
the  son  of  a  small  landholder  of  £1- 
lerslie  in  Renfrewshire,  where  he  was 
born  in  12/6.     Shortly  after  the  con- 
quest of  Scotland  by   Edward   I.   he 
determined   to  attempt   its  liberation, 
and  his  name  soon  became  formidable 
to  the  English.     Being  joined  by  Sir 
I    William   Douglas,   and    many  of  the 
I   barons,  he  totally  routed  the  enemy, 
I    after  obtaining  a  splendid  victory  over 
i   earl   Warrenne.     He  was   elected   re- 
i    gent  of  the  kingdom,  but,  intent  only 
'   on  delivering  his  country,  he  resigned 
the  office  to  prevent  dissension  among 
,    the   nobles.     After  the  battle  of  Fal- 
I   kirk  he  rallied   the  remnants   of  his 
forces  and  retired  beyond  the  Forth, 
but   was    at   length    betrayed    by   his 
treacherous  friend  Sir  John  Monteith, 
and,  to  the  disgrace  of  the   English 
monarch,  was  executed  as  a  traitor  in 
1305. 

WILLIAM  III. 
This  prince,  the  son  of  William 
prince  of  Orange,  was  elected  stadt- 
holder  in  1672,  and  appointed  general 
of  the  Dutch  forces  against  Louis  XIV. 
In  1677,  he  married  Mary,  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  II.,  and  at  the  revolution, 
in  1688,  he  was  raised,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  consort,  to  the  English 
throne.  His  life,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  spent  amid  the  din  of  war, 
was  terminated  in  1702.  Under  the 
government  of  William  and  Mary  the 
taxes  were  mortgaged  to  procure  sup- 
plies for  carrying  on  the  war  with 
France,  which  was  the  commence- 
ment of  our  national  debt. 
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M'ASHINGTON, 
One  of  the  founders  of  the  American 
republic,  was   born  in  Westmoreland 
county,   Virginia,    in    1732.     In    1755 
he  accepted  the  command   of  a  regi- 
ment   under  general  Braddock,  and, 
in  this  disastrous  expedition,  he  gained 
the   confidence   of   the    army  by   his 
calmness  and  intrepidity.     He  after- 
wards retired  for  some  years,  but  the 
congress   having  determined  to  resist 
the  British  government,  he  was  elected, 
in    17/4,   commander-in-chief   of  the 
American  army,  and  by  his  prudence 
and  skill  mainly  contributed  to  achieve 
the  independence  of  his  country.     In 
1789  he  was  unanimously  elected  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  and  held 
the    reins    of    government    for    eight 
years,    during    which     he    displayed 
great   wisdom   and  moderation.     His 
death  took  place  in  1/99. 

WARTON. 
A  POET  and  miscellaneous  writer, 
born  at  Basingstoke  in  1729,  and  edu- 
cated at  Oxford,  where  he  became 
professor  of  poetry  in  1757.  Having 
taken  orders,  he  obtained  the  living  of 
Kiddington,  and  subsequently  that  of 
Hill  Farrance.  In  1785  he  was  ap- 
pointed Camden  professor  of  history 
and  poet-laureat.  His  death  took 
place  in  1790.  Besides  his  poems  he 
wrote  "  The  History  of  Kuglish  Poe- 
try," "  Observations  on  the  Faerie 
Queen,"  and  other  works. 

WOLFE. 
This  distinguished  general  was  born 
at  Westerham  in  Kent,  in  1726.  He 
entered  the  army  at  an  early  age,  and 
obtained  the  highest  reputation  for 
his  valour  and  prudence  at  the  battle 
of  Laffeldt,  and  subsequently  at  the 
siege  of  Louisbourg.  Inconsequence 
of  the  fame  which  he  had  acquired 
he  was  appointed  to  command  the 
expedition   destined    against   Quebec, 


and  his  conduct  fully  justified  the 
choice.  He  landed  his  army  on  the 
northern  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  compelled  the  enemy  to  come  to 
a  general  engagement,  in  which  they 
were  totally  defeated,  but  the  brave 
commander  was  mortally  wounded  in 
the  moment  of  victory,  Sept.  13,  1759. 

WALCOT. 
This  well-known  comic  poet,  who, 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Peter 
Pindar,  has  acquired  a  lasting  popu- 
larity by  his  satirical  pieces,  was  a 
native  of  Devonshire.  His  talents 
were  displayed  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  several  public  characters,  and 
even  of  royalty  itself:  the  rustic  sim- 
plicity of  George  III.,  which,  though 
amiable  in  a  private  individual,  seemed 
incompatible  with  regal  dignity,  was 
placed  by  the  inimitable  skill  of  Pindar 
in  so  ridiculous  a  light  that  the  court 
thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  an  ex- 
pedient which  in  such  cases  seldom 
fails,  of  bribing  the  provoking  poet 
into  silence. 

WEST. 
A  MODEBN  painter  of  considerable 
eminence,  born  at  Springfield,  near 
Philadelphia,  in  1/38.  His  fondness 
for  painting  was  evinced  at  a  very 
early  age,  and  his  ingenuity  supplied 
materials  for  his  purpose — having  ob- 
tained red  and  yellow  from  some  In- 
dians, and  a  piece  of  indigo  from  his 
mother,  he  furnished  himself  with 
pencils  from  the  fur  of  a  cat,  to  her 
no  small  disfigurement.  In  1763  he 
visited  England,  and  was  introduced 
to  George  111.,  who  employed  him  to 
paint  the  "  Death  of  Regulus."  He 
was  elected  president  of  the  Royal 
Academy  in  1791,  and  died  in  1820. 
Among  his  latest  works  are  those 
representing  "  Death  on  the  Pale 
Horse,"  and  "  Christy  Healing  the 
Sick." 
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DR.  J.  WALI.IS. 
This  eminent  mathematician  was 
born  in  1616  at  Ashford  in  Kent,  and 
educated  at  Cambridge.  In  1640  he 
took  orders,  and  became  ihaplain  to 
lady  Vere.  lie  subsequently  obtained 
several  preferments,  and  in  1649  was 
chosen  Savilian  professor  of  geometrj' 
at  Oxford.  After  the  Restoration  he 
not  only  retained  his  offices,  but  was 
appointed  one  of  the  king's  chaplains, 
and  enjoyed  the  royal  favour  till  his 
death  in  1/03.  His  mathematical 
works,  published  in  3  vols.,  are  highly 
esteemed. 

ZENO, 
A  Ghecian  philosopher,  born  at 
Citium  in  the  Isle  of  Cyprus,  about 
B.C.  360.'  At  an  early  age  he  evinced 
an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  and 
became  a  disciple  of  Crates  ;  but, 
though  he  admired  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  Cynic  school,  he  was 
anxious  to  extend  the  range  of  his  en- 
quiries, and  accordingly  attended  the 
instructions  of  Xenocrates,  Diodorus 
Cronus,  Stilpo,  and  Polemon.  Having 
made  himself  master  of  their  various 
systems,  he  became  the  founder  of  a 
new  sect,  called  Stoics,  from  the  Stoa, 
a  public  portico  at  Athens,  where  he 
taught  for  nearly  fifty  years.  His 
character  was  much  esteemed;  but 
the  inability  of  his  philosophy  to 
support  the  mind  under  the  vicis- 
situdes of  life  was  strikingly  exem- 
plified in  his  end.  Being  deeply  af- 
fected on  account  of  an  accident  wh^.li 
befel  him,  he  put  a  period  to  his  own 
existence,  B.C.  264. 


ZIMMERMAN, 
The  author  of  a  well-known  and  po- 
pular essay  on  "  Solitude,"  was  a  na- 
tive of  Brugg,  in  the  canton  of  Berne, 
where  he  was  born  in  1/28.  After 
studying    medicine  at   Gottingen,  he 


practised  for  some  years  in  his  native 
place,  and  was  subsequently  appointed 
physician  to  the  king  of  England  at 
Hanover.  He  died  in  1795.  Besides 
the  work  already  mentioned,  he  wrote 
an  "  Essay  on  National  Pride,"  a 
"  Treatise  on  the  Experience  of  Me- 
dicine," and  other  works. 

ZUINGLIUS, 
Tuis  learned  and  zealous  reformer 
was  born  at  Wildhausen,  Switzerland, 
in  148~,  and  educated  at  Basil,  Berne, 
and  Vienna.  In  1506  he  took  orders, 
and  was  chosen  minister  of  Claris. 
He  accompanied  the  Swiss  troops  to 
Italy  in  1512  and  1515,  and  witnessed 
the  disastrous  battle  of  Morignan,  a 
circumstance  which  deepened  his  ab- 
horrence of  oftensive  war.  In  1518 
he  was  appointed  rector  of  Zurich, 
and  became  the  means  of  est->blishiug 
the  reformed  doctrines  throughout 
the  district,  but  was  slain  iu  the  civil 
war  between  the  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant cantons  in  1531.  The  theolo- 
gical works  of  Zuinglius  are  com- 
prised in  4  folio  volumes. 

ZALEUCUS.  . 
A  FAMOUS  legislator  of  the  I.ocrians, 
who,  having  made  a  law  by  which 
adulterers  were  to  be  punished  by  the 
loss  of  their  eyes,  refused  to  absolve 
his  own  son  when  convicted  of  the 
crime,  but  displayed  the  strength  of 
his  paternal  feelings  by  enduring  one- 
half  of  the  penalty  in  his  stead.  His 
laws  in  general,  though  they  leaned 
to  the  side  of  severity,  displayed  great 
penetration,  and  he  was  so  jealous  of 
any  infringement  that  he  enacted  that 
any  person  making  proposals  toalter 
them  should  do  so  with  a  rope  round 
his  neck,  that  he  might  be  imme- 
diately strangled  if  his  alterations 
were  not  esteemed  beneficial.  Za- 
leucus  flourished  about  B.C.  500. 
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